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January 

January 1 

Day of Prayer for Peace 

Pray for peace in our hearts, our homes, our communities, our country and our world. 

Mary of Nazareth: God Bearer. Each of us is asked to bear the peace and love of Christ 

to the world. 

January 2 

Sadie Alexander (b.1/2/1898 d.11/1/1989)  

Sadie Alexander was the first black woman to receive a Ph.D. in economics in the 

United States (1921) and the first woman to earn a law degree from the University of 

Pennsylvania Law School. She was the first black woman to practice law in 

Pennsylvania. 

January 3 

Bella Abzug (b.7/24/1920 d.3/31/1998) 

Bella Abzug was a leading liberal activist and politician, especially known for her 

advocacy for women’s rights. She graduated from Columbia University’s law school, 

and became involved the antinuclear peace movement. In the 1960s, she helped 

organize the Women’s Strike for Peace and the National Women’s Political Caucus. 

Bella wanted to have a greater impact, so she ran for and won a seat in the U.S. House 

of Representatives from New York. As a member of congress, she continued to 

advocate for women’s rights and the withdrawal of troops from Vietnam. Bella Abzug left 

Congress in 1977, but continued to lend her efforts toward many causes, including the 

establishment the Women’s Environmental Development Organization. 

January 4 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton (b.8/2/1774 d.1/4/1821)  

Elizabeth Ann Seton, S.C.  was the first native-born citizen of the United States 

canonized by the Roman Catholic Church (September 14, 1975). She established the 

first Catholic girls' school in the nation in Emmitsburg, Maryland, where she also 

founded the first American congregation of religious sisters, the Sisters of Charity.  

When she was 19 years old, Elizabeth married William Seton. They experienced 

financial hardship, the stress of which exacerbated William’s tuberculosis.  A doctor 

suggested that William spend time in Italy because of its favorable climate. William died 

while they were in Italy, and Elizabeth relied on the hospitality of a business associate. 

While in Italy, Elizabeth became acquainted with Roman Catholicism through her hosts, 

and became a convert. In order to support herself and her children, Seton had began 

an academy for young ladies, as was common for widows of social standing in that 

period. After news of her conversion to Catholicism spread, however, many parents 

withdrew their daughters from her tutelage. Elizabeth contemplated moving to Canada, 

which had a larger Catholic community. However, An order of priests, the Sulpicians, 

recruited her to begin a school for Catholic immigrants. This was the beginning of the 
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2 
 

parochial school system in the US. The group of women who began the school in 

Emmitsburg, Maryland took vows and became the Sisters of Charity. 

January 5 

Sonia Sotomayor (b.6/25/1954) 

Sonia Sotomayor is an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, 

serving since August 2009. She has the distinction of being its first Latina justice. She is 

the third female justice. Justice Sotomayor is of Puerto Rican descent. She was raised 

by her mother following the untimely death of her father. Author: My Beloved World. 

Sonya Sotomayor aspired to the bar from an early age. She attended Princeton on full 

scholarship graduating summa cum laude. She then attended Yale Law School on full 

scholarship as well and received her JD. Sotomayor began her legal career as an 

assistant district attorney in New York. She has had several federal appointments 

culminating in her appointment to the Supreme Court in 2009. 

January 6 

Charlotte Ray (b.1/13/1850 d.1/4/1911)  

Charlotte Ray was the first Black woman attorney in the United States. She graduated 

from Howard University School of Law in 1872, and was admitted to the District of 

Columbia Bar. Later, she became the first woman admitted to practice before the 

Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. The racial and gender biases of the time 

made a career in law financially unsustainable. Charlotte became a teacher in Brooklyn 

and became involved in the National Association of Colored Women. 

January 7 

St. Bernadette Soubirous of Lourdes (b.1/7/1844 d.4/16/1844) 

Bernadette Soubirous was the daughter of a poor miller from Lourdes, France. She is 

best known for witnessing Marian apparitions of a lady who asked that a chapel be built 

at a nearby garbage dump. This cite would become the grotto of Lourdes, said to be a 

place of healing. Each year several million pilgrims visit Lourdes seeking healing. 

January 8 

Emily Greene Balch (b.1/8/1867 d.1/9/1967) 

Emily Greene Balch was an American economist, sociologist and pacifist. Balch 

combined an academic career at Wellesley College with a long-standing interest in 

social issues.  She moved into the peace movement at the start of World War I in 1914, 

and began collaborating with Jane Addams of Chicago. She became a central leader of 

the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) based in 

Switzerland. Balch was a recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1946. 

January 9 

Rigoberta Menchú (b.1/9/1959) 

Rigoberta Menchú is a K'iche' political activist from Guatemala. Menchú has dedicated 

her life to publicizing the rights of Guatemala's indigenous feminists during and after the 

Guatemalan Civil War (1960–1996), and to promoting indigenous rights in the country. 



3 
 

She was a recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992. She is the subject of a 

testimonial biography, I, Rigoberta Menchú (1983). 

 

January 11 

We remember the women brought out of Africa into slavery, who were baptized against 

their will. 

January 12 

Sr. Dianna Ortiz (b.1961) 

On November 2, 1989, while serving as a missionary in Antigua, Guatemala, Sr. Dianna 

Ortiz was kidnapped by the Guatemalan military. For 24 hours she was tortured and 

raped. Since then she has spoken about her ordeal and attempted to raise concern 

about the plight of victims of abduction and torture. In 1998, she founded the Torture 

Abolition and Survivors Support Coalition (TASSC), which provides support to survivors, 

especially those in the United States.   

January 13  

Anne Reynolds (b.1/13/1934 d.3/0/2004) 

Anne Reynolds and her husband raised eight children. She became active in assisting 

Catholic parents of LGBT children by encouraging them to give their children 

unconditional love. Anne helped create conferences to educate youth, professionals, 

and the public, and worked with the Catholic Parents Network to assist parents. She 

wrote letters to publications and to pastors, assisted PFLAG (Parents, Families and 

Friends of Lesbians and Gays) and was always available to speak with individuals. She 

cherished the clients she helped with Volunteer Counseling Service.  

January 14 

Sr. Theresa Maxis (b.1810 d.1892) 

Sr. Mother Theresa Maxis Duchemin holds a unique place in black Catholic history. The 

story of black Catholicism is the story of a people who obstinately clung to a faith that 

gave them sustenance, even when it did not always make them welcome. Like many 

others, blacks had to fight for their faith; but their fight was often with members of their 

own household. Mother Theresa Maxis Duchemin helped to found two religious 

communities, one for white women and the other for black women. She served as the 

leader of both. 

In 1831, when a cholera epidemic struck Baltimore, the Oblates (the order Theresa had 

founded) helped nurse the sick. In the process Theresa’s mother, who had also joined 

the community, died of the disease. While the city fathers publicly thanked the white 

sisters for their service, they ignored the Oblates altogether. During the 1840’s, the 

community experienced a major crisis as ecclesiastical authorities tried to disband it. At 

that time Theresa, who was seven-eighths white, seems to have made a decision to no 

longer identify with her black heritage and left the Oblates. Soon thereafter she met a 
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young Belgian priest named Louis Florent Gillet, who was looking for sisters to teach in 

Monroe, Michigan. 

In November 1845, Sister Theresa and Father Gillet founded the Sisters, Servants of 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary (I.H.M.). She became the first Mother Superior (of a white 

community). Over the next decade, the Sisters opened several schools and orphanages 

in Michigan. In 1858, they were opened schools in Pennsylvania. In doing so, they 

incurred the wrath of Detroit’s Bishop, Peter Paul Lefevre, who used his authority to 

depose Mother Theresa. Lefevre knew about her racial background, and prejudice 

played a big part in his animosity toward her. After the bishop in Pennsylvania refused 

to take her, she became an exile without a community. She was forced to take refuge in 

Canada with the Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart. For nearly twenty years Theresa lived 

with them, but she always considered herself a Sister of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

In 1885, Bishop James Wood of Philadelphia lifted the ban, and at age seventy-five, 

Mother Theresa was allowed to return to the community she had founded. Few 

founders of a religious community have followed, as one historian puts it, “so tortuous a 

path.” 

 

January 15 

Etty Hillesum (b.1/15/14 d.1/30/1943) 

Etty Hillesum was the author of confessional letters and diaries which describe both her 

religious awakening and the persecutions of Jewish people in Amsterdam during the 

German occupation. Her diaries record the increasing anti-Jewish measures imposed 

by the occupying German army, and the growing uncertainty about the fate of fellow 

Jews who had been deported by them. As well as forming a record of oppression her 

diaries describe her spiritual development and deepening faith in God. Hillesum 

addressed God repeatedly in her diaries, regarding him not as a savior, but as a power 

we must nurture inside of is: "Alas, there doesn’t seem to be much You Yourself can do 

about our circumstances, about our lives. Neither do I hold You responsible. You cannot 

help us, but we must help You and defend Your dwelling place inside us to the last."  In 

1943 she was deported and killed in Auschwitz concentration camp. Etty is the author of 

An Interrupted Life: The Diaries of Etty Hillesum. 

January 16 

Dian Fossey (b.1/16/1932 d.12/26/1985) 

Dian Fossey was an American zoologist, primatologist, and anthropologist who 

undertook an extensive study of mountain gorilla groups over a period of 18 years. She 

studied them daily in the mountain forests of Rwanda. Her 1983 book, Gorillas in the 

Mist, combines her scientific study of the gorillas at Karisoke Research Center with her 

own personal story. It was adapted into a 1988 film of the same name. Fossey was 

murdered in 1985; the case remains open. During her time in Rwanda, she actively 

supported conservation efforts and strongly opposed poaching and tourism in wildlife 

habitats. It has been theorized that her murder was linked to her conservation efforts. 
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January 17 

Martha Cotera (b.1/17/1938) 

Martha P. Cotera, is a writer, and influential activist of both the Chicano Civil Rights 

Movement and the Chicana Feminist movement of the 1960s and 1970s. Her two most 

notable works are Diosa y Hembra: The History and Heritage of Chicanas in the U.S. 

and The Chicana Feminist. Cotera was one of six women featured in a documentary, 

Las Mujeres de la Caucus Chicana, which recounts the experiences of some of the 

Chicana participants of the 1977 National Women's Conference in Houston, Texas. 

January 18  

Coretta Scott King (b.4/27/27 d.1/30/2006) 

Coretta Scott King,  the wife of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was an American author, 

activist and civil rights leader. Coretta Scott King helped lead the Civil Rights Movement 

in the 1960s. King was an active advocate for racial equality. King played a prominent 

role in the years after her husband's 1968 assassination when she took on the 

leadership of the struggle for racial equality herself and became active in the Women's 

Movement. Coretta founded the King Center and sought to make Martin’s  birthday a 

national holiday. She finally succeeded when Ronald Reagan signed legislation which 

established Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. She later broadened her scope to include both 

opposition to apartheid and advocacy for LGBT rights. King became friends with many 

politicians before and after Martin Luther King's death, most notably John F. 

Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, and Robert F. Kennedy.  

January 19 

Mourning Dove (b.1888 d.8/8/2016)  

Mourning Dove is the literary name chosen by Christine Quintasket, a member of the 

Colville Confederate Tribes. Mourning Dove earned her living most of her adult life as a 

migrant worker, picking fruits and vegetables by day and writing in her camp tent at 

night.  She is known for being an ethnographer, orator, pamphleteer, teacher, and 

novelist. She believed that her description and analysis of indigenous American culture 

would ensure better treatment for her people. 

January 20 

Victims of Domestic Abuse 

On average, 24 people per minute are victims of rape, physical violence or stalking by 

an intimate partner in the United States. (National Domestic Violence Hotline) 

January 21 

Sophia Jex-Blake (b.1/21/1840 d.1/17/1912) 

Sophia Louisa Jex-Blake was an English physician, teacher and feminist. She led the 

campaign to secure women access to a University education when she and six other 

women, collectively known as the Edinburgh Seven, began studying medicine at the 

University of Edinburgh in 1869. She was the first practicing female doctor in Scotland, 

and one of the first in the wider United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; a leading 
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campaigner for medical education for women and was involved in founding two medical 

schools for women in London. 

January 22 

Hildegard Gross-Mayr (b.1/22/30) 

Hildegard Goss-Mayr was a teacher of non-violence. She and her husband were in 

Rome during the Second Vatican Council lobbying for the recognition of the 

conscientious objection by the Roman Catholic Church. In the 1960s/70s, they lived and 

worked for some time in South America, training groups in active nonviolence and 

helping in the creation of the SERPAJ ( Servicio Paz y Justicia is a Human Rights Non 

Governmental Organization in Latin America, founded in 1974.) whose first coordinator 

was Adolfo Pérez Esquivel. They trained others groups in active nonviolence in Europe, 

Asia, Middle East and Africa. They participated in the preparation of the People Power 

Revolution in Philippines in 1986. 

January 23 

Gertrude Elion (b.1/23/1918 d.2/21/1999) 

Gertrude Elion was an American biochemist and pharmacologist, who shared the 1988 

Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine with George H. Hitchings and Sir James Black. 

Working alone as well as with Hitchings and Black, Elion developed a multitude of new 

drugs, using innovative research methods that would later lead to the development of 

the AIDS drug AZT. She developed the first immunosuppressive drug, azathioprine, 

used for organ transplants. 

January 24 

Maria Tallchief (b.1/24/1925 d.4/11/2013) 

Maria Tallchief, a dancer of electrifying passion and technical ability who forged a path 

breaking career that took her from an Oklahoma Indian reservation to world acclaim. 

Tallchief was honored by the people of Oklahoma with multiple statues and an honorific 

day. She was inducted in the National Women's Hall of Fame and received a National 

Medal of Arts. In 1996, Tallchief received a Kennedy Center Honor for lifetime 

achievements. Her life has been the subject of multiple documentaries and biographies. 

January 25 

Sandra Ware (b.4/27/1954 d.1/25/1997) 

Sandra Ware founded Mary’s Pence grantee, “Let’s Start” in St. Louis, which offers 

assistance to women after they are released from prison. A native of St. Louis, she grew 

up in Pruitt-Igo, the notorious public housing high rise. Sandra spent 17 years in and out 

of the Missouri prison system. Poorly educated but intelligent and insightful, she was 

able to turn her life around with the help of Jackie Tobin, SSND and the other women of 

“Let’s Start”.  

January 26 

Angela Davis (b.1/26/44)  

Angela Davis is an American political activist, academic scholar, and author. She 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Women%27s_Hall_of_Fame
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emerged as a prominent counterculture activist and radical in the 1960s as a leader of 

the Communist Party USA, and had close relations with the Black Panther Party 

through her involvement in the Civil Rights Movement. Her interests include prisoner 

rights; she co-founded Critical Resistance, an organization working to abolish the 

prison-industrial complex. She was a professor (now retired) at the University of 

California, Santa Cruz, in its History of Consciousness Department and a former 

director of the university's Feminist Studies department. 

January 27  

St. Angela Merici (b.3/21/1474 d.1/27/1540) 

St. Angela Merici sought to lead young girls to a Christian life in a decadent society. In 

her early sixties, Sr. Merici founded the Ursulines, a group of women who remained in 

their own homes but worked for the needy and met monthly for spiritual support. Her 

hope was to transform society through the renewal of family life and Christian 

education. 

January 28 

We Honor Women Theologians 

January 29 

Sr. Kaye Ashe (b.1/29/30 d.2/15/2014) 

Sr. Kaye Ashe served as the first board president of Mary’s Pence. A leader in justice 

and religious organizations, she challenged and encouraged those in the Catholic faith 

community and beyond to seek out common ground and fight against injustice. She was 

especially passionate about issues of sexism and racism as well as women’s 

involvement in the Roman Catholic Church. 

January 30 

Sr. Ritamary Bradley (b.1/30/16 d.3/20/2000) 

Sr. Ritamary Bradley, Professor Emeritus at St. Ambrose College, was born in Iowa in 

1916. At 17 she entered the Sisters of Humility of Mary of Ottumwa. After college, she 

taught English at Marycrest College, all the while working during 14 summers for her 

M.A. and PhD. She explained her choice to specialize in Chaucer as “determined by the 

fact that women were barred from studying theology and it was only through back doors 

like medieval literature or general courses like Christian Wisdom that one could obtain a 

background in theology and philosophy. 

January 31 

Ludmila Javorová (b.1/31/1932) 

Ludmila Javorová  is a Czech Roman Catholic woman who worked in the underground 

church during the time of communist rule in Czechoslovakia and served as a vicar 

general of a clandestine bishop. She is known for being one of a number of Czech 

women who underwent an ordination ceremony.  
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February 

February 1 

The Guna (Guna is the preferred name since 2010 for the people also known as Kuna) 

The Guna are an indigenous people of Panama and Colombia. Traditionally, Guna 

families are matrilinear, with the groom moving to become part of the bride's family. The 

groom takes the last name of the bride as well. The Guna Peoples’ traditional way of life 

is now threatened by rising sea levels. The small Caribbean Islands they have inhabited 

for generations when they were forced to leave the mainland of Panama by malaria 

carrying mosquitoes, will soon became inhabitable. The Guna are having to consider 

relocation on the mainland, an environment that they are unfamiliar with that will require 

significant lifestyle changes. 

February 2 

Civil Rights Sit-ins Begin in Greensboro, NC in 1960 

Historically black colleges: Bennett, a private all female college, and NCA&T was a 

public coed institution. Originally, the publicity for this movement focused on the first 

four males who participated, but increasingly something vital changed in the protesting 

that occurred in Greensboro— the women of Bennett College got involved. Linda 

Beatrice Brown documented the efforts and percentages of participation by Bennett 

College for the first time years after the protests ended. In fact, during the peak of the 

sit-ins “as much as 40 percent of Bennett College’s student body was in the local jail, 

and they accounted for more than half the students being held at that time in the city,” 

February 3 

Sr. Mary Elizabeth Lange (b.1784 d.1882) 

Sr.Mary Elizabeth Lange was a native of what is now Haiti, Elizabeth was part of a 

mass exodus from the Santo Domingo uprising in 1791. She established the first black, 

Catholic school in 1828 in Baltimore where, although it was legal to educate blacks, no 

public schooling was available. On July 2, 1828, she and three other black women 

(including Theresa Maxis Duchemin) met in a row house in Baltimore to pronounce 

simple vows. 

February 4 

Betty Friedan (b.2/4/21 d.2/4/2006) 

Betty Friedan was an American writer, activist, and feminist. A leading figure in the 

women's movement in the United States, her 1963 book The Feminine Mystique is often 

credited with sparking the second wave of American feminism in the 20th century. In 

1966, Friedan co-founded and was elected the first president of the National 

Organization for Women (NOW), which aimed to bring women "into the mainstream of 

American society now [in] fully equal partnership with men." 

February 5 

Judith Francisca Baca (b.4/29/05) 

Judith Francisca Baca is a Latina  artist, activist, and University of California, Los 
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Angeles professor of Chicana/o Studies in the School of Social Sciences and a 

professor of World Arts. Baca is a muralist, dedicated to making art accessible to all, not 

just those who frequent gallaries. Baca’s first major work was Great Wall of Los 

Angeles. She was hired by the United States Army Corps of Engineers to help improve 

the area around a San Fernando Valley flood control channel called the Tujunga Wash. 

It's essentially a ditch that contained a large concrete retaining wall. Her idea for a mural 

was to paint a history of the city of Los Angeles, but not the version found in history 

books. The events that were overlooked were the ones that interested her. "It was an 

excellent place to bring youth of varied ethnic backgrounds from all over the city to work 

on an alternate view of the history of the U.S. which included people of color who had 

been left out of American history books." Baca also said the defining metaphor of the 

mural would be that "It is a tattoo on the scar where the river once ran."  

February 6  

Tullia d’Aragona (b.1510 d.1556) 

Tullia d’Aragona was raised to be an Italian courtesan. Trained in music and literature, 

she was known as a poet, author, and philosopher. After traveling throughout Italy and 

gaining a reputation as a woman of wit and great intelligence, she wrote Dialogue on 

the Infinity of Love, the first book on the subject of the morality of love written by a 

woman. She wrote that love is linked to the better treatment of women and upheld the 

ideals of freedom of thought, speech, and equality for women and men. 

February 7 

Marion Anderson (b.2/27/1897 d.4/8/1993) 

Marion Anderson was one of the most celebrated performers of the 20th century. She 

became an important figure in the struggle for black artists to overcome racial prejudice 

in the United States during the mid-twentieth century. In 1939, the Daughters of the 

American Revolution (DAR) refused permission for Anderson to sing to an integrated 

audience in Constitution Hall. The incident placed Anderson into the spotlight of the 

international community on a level unusual for a classical musician. Anderson worked 

for several years as a delegate to the United Nations Human Rights Committee and as 

a "goodwill ambassadress" for the United States Department of State, giving concerts 

all over the world. She participated in the civil rights movement in the 1960s, singing at 

the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom in 1963. The recipient of numerous 

awards and honors, Anderson was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1963, 

the Kennedy Center Honors in 1978, the National Medal of Arts in 1986, and a Grammy 

Lifetime Achievement Award in 1991. 

February 8 

Sr. Josephine Bakhita (b.1869 d.2/8/1947) 

Sr. Josephine Bakhita, was kidnapped in Sudan as a child and sold into slavery. She 

had several owners and was horribly mistreated.  She was bought by an Italian consul, 

Callisto Legnani, who treated her with love and respect. She followed the consul to Italy 

when the political situation forced him to leave Sudan and was given to the family of 
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Augusto Michieli who entrusted her to the care of the Canassian Sisters of the Institute 

of Catechumens in Venice. She was baptized as Josephine on January 9, 1890 and in 

1896 became a Daughter of Charity. She was called Mother Moretta, “Our Black 

Mother.” 

February 9 

Alice Walker (b.2/9/1944) 

Alice Walker is an American novelist, short story writer, poet, and activist. She wrote the 

critically acclaimed novel The Color Purple for which she won the National Book Award 

and the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. 

February 10 

St. Scholastica (b.480 d.543)  

Saint Scholastica is remembered as the founder of a religious order for women. The 

Order followed the Rule of St. Benedict, Scholastica’s twin brother. 

February 11 

Mokarrrameh Ghanbari (b.1928  d.10/24/2005) 

Mokarrameh Ghanbari was born in the village of Darikandeh between Qaem Shahr and 

Babol, in Mazanderan. She began painting at the age of 63 using bright, original colors 

inspired by natural surroundings. She had her first showing in 1995 in Tehran. In 2001, 

she was awarded an honorary certificate at the Conference of the Foundation of Iranian 

Women's Studies in Stockholm. She was named "Female Painter of 2001". 

February 12 

Sr. Margaret Traxler (b.3/11/24 d.2/12/2002) 

Sr. Margaret Traxler, SSND is a. founding member of the  board of  Mary’s Pence. She 

was an educator and longtime human rights and social justice advocate. In the early 

1980s, Margaret founded Maria Shelter and Casa Notre Dame in Chicago to provide 

safe housing, educational instruction, and job skill training for women recently released 

from prison. She also established numerous nationally acclaimed educational programs 

including Cabrini Schools in Chicago, Project Bridge in Cleveland, and Choice, which 

placed teachers with doctorates in African American colleges to enable the college’s 

faculty time for further study. The United Negro Colleges granted her an honorary 

doctorate of law for this service. 

February 13 

Ruma Husseini  

Rana Husseini is an award-winning journalist and human rights activist who, from her 

home base in Jordan, has been instrumental in bringing the issue of honor crimes 

against women to public attention and for securing changes to the law in Jordan to bring 

stronger penalties for crimes of these types. (An honor killing or a shame killing[ is 

the homicide of a member of a family, due to the perpetrators' belief that the victim has 

brought shame or dishonor upon the family, or has violated the principles of a 

community or a religion, usually for reasons such as refusing to enter an arranged 
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marriage, being in a relationship that is disapproved by their family, having sex outside 

marriage, becoming the victim of rape, dressing in ways which are deemed 

inappropriate, engaging in non-heterosexual relations or renouncing a faith).[ She is a 

senior reporter at the Jordan Times and an advisor to the U.S. government funded 

human rights organization, Freedom House.  In 2009, her book Murder in the Name of 

Honour was published. 

February 14 

Ruchira Gupta (b.1/7/64)  

Ruchira Gupta, a well-known journalist and social worker, was on assignment in Nepal 

in 1994. She realized that there were very few young women and girls around, and 

began asking questions. Eventually, Ruchira followed their trail to the brothels of 

Mumbai in India, to where young women some no older than seven. Many of the 

women and girls had been sold into sexual slavery, or tricked by offers of jobs or 

marriage. After months of research, she began to film the documentary, “The Selling of 

Innocents” 

February 15 

Susan B. Anthony (b.2/15/1820 d.3/13/1906) 

Susan B. Anthony developed a sense of justice and moral zeal early in life. After 

teaching for fifteen years, she became active in the Temperance Movement. Because 

she was a woman, she was not allowed to speak at Temperance rallies.  This 

experience, and her acquaintance with Elizabeth Cady Stanton, led her to join the 

women’s rights movement in 1852. Soon after, she dedicated her life to woman’s 

suffrage, ignoring opposition and abuse. 

February 16 

Mildred Fish Harnack (b.9/8/02 d.2/16/1943) 

Mildred Fish Harnack was the only US woman executed for treason during World War II 

by Hitler’s order. She was a Milwaukee native who, along with her German husband, 

joined the German resistance to assist with the escape of German Jews and political 

dissidents. For years they provided economic and military intelligence to Washington 

and Moscow. In 1942, a Russian spy revealed information about the Harnack's 

involvement in the resistance which led to their being arrested, tortured and tried along 

with other members of the resistance. Mildred was guillotined in Berlin on February 16, 

1943. 

February 17 

Mary Breckinridge (b.2/17/1881 d.5/15/1965)  

Mary Breckinridge became a widow at age 26 and both children from her second 

marriage died before age five. She turned her sorrow to action, committing herself to 

raise the status of childhood everywhere as a memorial to her own lost children. She 

became a registered nurse in New York and then a certified midwife in London, 

because the US did not have a school for midwifes. She moved to Kentucky and in 

1925 formed the Committee for Mothers and Babies. The group evolved into the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arranged_marriage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sex_outside_marriage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sex_outside_marriage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostasy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honor_killing#cite_note-2


12 
 

Frontier Nursing Service in 1928, which started midwifery work in the rural parts of the 

state which had no physicians. For Breckinridge and her “horseback angels” no home 

was too remote. Their philosophy was: if the father could come for a nurse, the nurse 

would get to the mother.    

February 18 

Toni Morrison (b.2/18/31) 

Toni Morrison is an American author and professor whose work is noted for “its spare 

poetic language, emotional intensity, and sensitive observation of life.” She wrote her 

first novel in 1970, and continued to write books based around her black heritage. She 

won many literary honors, including the National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize. 

She also received the 1993 Nobel Prize for Literature, becoming the first black woman 

to do so. Author: Song of Solomon, Beloved, God Help the Child, The Bluest Eye 

February 19 

Harper Lee (b.4/28/1926 d.2/19/2016) 

Harper Lee was the recipient of the Pulitzer Prize for her novel To Kill a Mockingbird, 

which explored the racist attitudes in the American South. She was also the recipient of 

the President’s Medal of Freedom for her contributions to literature. Author: Go Set a 

Watchman. 

February 20 

Angelina Grimké (b.2/20/1805 d.10/26/1879) 

Angelina and her sister Sarah were the first white women to be part of the Abolitionist 

Movement. Additionally, Angelina was a political activist and supporter of Women’s 

Rights. Drawing her views from natural rights theory (as set forth in the Declaration of 

Independence), the Constitution, Christian beliefs in the Bible, and her own experience 

of slavery and racism in the South, Grimké argued for the injustice of denying freedom 

to any man or woman. She was particularly eloquent on the problem of racial prejudice. 

When challenged for speaking in public to mixed audiences of men and women in 1837, 

she and her sister Sarah Moore Grimké fiercely defended women's right to make 

speeches and participate in political action. 

February 21 

Barbara Jordan (b.2/21/1936 d.1/7/1996)  

Barbara Jordan was a leader in the Civil Rights Movement. She entered politics and 

was elected to the Texas State Legislature. Subsequently she was the first Southern 

Black Women elected to the US Congress. She was a recipient of the Presidential 

Medal of Freedom among other honors. 

February 22 

Isabella Beecher Hooker (b.2/22/1822 d.1/25/1907)  

Isabella Beecher Hooker was a leader, lecturer and activist in the American Suffragist 

movement. Upon reading William Blackstone a British jurist and commentator, Isabella 

came across a passage that both horrified her and transformed her life: According to 
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Blackstone, a married woman and man were as one person under the law. Thus, 

marriage actually suspended a woman’s legal standing and, in the eyes of the law, a 

wife had no rights independent of her husband. From that moment, Isabella Beecher 

Hooker dedicated her life’s work to the enfranchisement and empowerment of women. 

February 23 

Francis Harper (b.9/24/1825 d.2/23/1911)  

Frances Ellen Watkins Harper was an African-American abolitionist, suffragist, poet and 

author. She was also active in other types of social reform and was a member of the 

Woman's Christian Temperance. Frances was a poet who authored two collections of 

her poetry, Forest Leaves and Poems on Miscellaneous Subjects. She also published a 

short story, The Two Offers. 

February 24 

Pearl Witherington (b.6/24/1915 d.2/24/2008) 

Pearl Witherington was given the code name "Marie", Witherington was dropped 

by parachute into occupied France on September 22, 1943. Over the next eight months, 

posing as a cosmetics saleswoman, she worked as a courier. Determined to fight back 

against the German occupation of France, and wanting a more active role in the fight, 

she joined the Britain's Special Operations Executive (SOE).  Over the next eight 

months, posing as a cosmetics saleswoman, she worked as a courier. Witherington 

became a leader of the network, under the new code name "Pauline". They played an 

important role fighting the German Army during the D-Day landings.  

February 25 

Alicia Dickerson Montemayor (b.8/6/02 d.5/13/1989)  

Allicia Dickerson Montemayor was a civil rights activist from Laredo, Texas, the first 

woman elected to a national office not specifically designated for a woman, having 

served as vice president general of the interest group, the League of United Latin 

American Citizens. She was the first woman to serve as associate editor of the LULAC 

newspaper and the first to write a charter to fund a LULAC youth group. Montemayor 

urged the inclusion of girls and women into Latino activism and also promoted the 

interests of middle-class Latinos, and she is a designated honoree of Women's History 

Month of the National Women's History Project. 

February 26 

Mabel Keaton Staupers (b.2/27/1890 d.11/29/1889)  

A leader of vision, determination, and courage, Mabel Keaton Staupers helped break 

down color barriers in nursing at a time when segregation was entrenched in this 

country. Dedicated to improving the status of black nurses and promoting better health 

care for black Americans, she was instrumental in organizing the first private facility in 

Harlem, New York, where black physicians could treat their patients. 

February 27 

Rosa Perea (b.4/3/52 d.2/27/1992)  
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Rosa Perea was born deaf and developed diabetes at age 11. The diabetes was 

responsible for her blindness at age 29 and kidney failure two years later. During these 

years, despite her illnesses and disabilities, Rosa completed her education. She then 

worked for the Education Commission in Washington and as a VISTA volunteer in San 

Antonio where she acted as a peer counselor for blind-deaf children. 

February 28 

Lydia Allen (d.1992)  

Lydia Allen was pregnant with her first child during the AIDS epidemic. After a blood 

transfusion during the pregnancy, Allen discovered that she had acquired AIDS through 

infected blood, and decided to devote her life to helping others with the disease. As 

AIDS ravished her family and caused the death of her second son, Allan was ostracized 

by her church and was made the target of others’ ignorance towards the disease. To 

help protect other families dealing with similar tribulations, she opened Lydia’s House, a 

day-care center for children affected by AIDS. Years after her death, Lydia’s House still 

caters to the needs of parents and children with AIDS and offers comfort to those who 

are in need.   

March 

March 1 

Margaret Randal (b.12/6/1936)   

Margaret Randall has written over 80 books about feminist, social, and political topics. 

She lived in Latin America for 23 years and in 1984 was not allowed to return home to 

the United States because of her writings. She fought for her First Amendment rights for 

five years, finally winning her case and was allowed to return to the US. She is a poet, a 

photographer, an oral historian, and a social activist. She has written extensively on her 

experiences abroad and back in the United States, and has taught at Trinity College in 

Hartford, Connecticut, and other colleges.  

March 2 

Nawal El Saadawi (b.1931)   

Nawal El Saadawi is an Egyptian feminist writer, activist, physician and psychiatrist. She 

has written many books on the subject of women in Islam, paying particular attention to 

the practice of female genital mutilation in her society. 

March 3 

St. Katharine Drexel (b.11/26/1858 d.3/3/1955)  

St. Katherine Drexel was a one-woman charitable foundation who, in her lifetime as a 

nun, embraced personal poverty, yet gave away about $20 million for staffing or building 

schools for African and Native Americans. She donated more than $1 million for the 

support of the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions, and pledged $100,000 yearly for the 

support of Indian schools. At the time of her death in 1955 at age 97, she left 62 schools 

and 600 Sisters to carry on the work she began.  



15 
 

March 4  

Young Sin   

Young Shin has worked for three decades to promote the socioeconomic status and the 

political participation of low-income, limited-English speaking immigrant women and 

other disenfranchised members of the community.  After graduating from law school in 

1983, she co-founded the Asian Immigrant Women Advocates (AIWA), whose mission 

is to empower immigrant women through education, leadership development, and 

collective action. 

March 5 

Catherine A. MacKinnon (b.10/6/1946)   

Catharine MacKinnon graduated in the top 2% of her class from Smith College and 

went on to earn a J.D. and Ph.D. from Yale University. While studying at Yale Law 

School she received a National Science Foundation Fellowship. She has devoted her 

career and attention to cases that focus on harassment, pornography, and international 

work. She authored the book, Sexual Harassment of Working Women: A Case of Sex 

Discrimination a frequently cited American legal book. McKinnon is currently a professor 

at the University of Michigan Law School.   

March 6 

Valentina Vladimirovna Tereshkova (b.3/6/1937)   

Valentina Vladimirovna Tereshkova is a retired Russian cosmonaut and politician. She 

is the first woman to have flown in space, having been selected from more than four 

hundred applicants and five finalists to pilot Vostok 6 on June16, 1963. 

March 7 

Sts. Perpetua and Felicity (2nd c.) 

Perpetua, born in 181, was a prosperous married noblewoman and mother of a small 

son. Felicity was a pregnant slave girl. While awaiting baptism, they, along with others, 

were put under house arrest in Carthage, North Africa for violating a prohibition against 

conversion to Christianity. After they were baptized while under house arrest, they were 

tried, imprisoned, and sentenced to die by the Emperor Septimus Severus. While 

awaiting their fate, Felicity gave birth to a daughter who was adopted by Christian 

friends. Perpetua experienced remarkable visions in which she vanquished Satan. Her 

fearsome faith gave her strength to reject her father’s plea to renounce her conversion 

in order to save her life.   

The Passion of St. Perpetua, St. Felicitas and their Companions one of the oldest 

Christian texts, preserved in both Latin and Greek, is the diary of a young mother 

martyred during an early Christian persecution.  

March 8 

International Women’s Day 

The first international Women’s day was celebrated back in the 1908 when a group of 

15,000 women marched on the streets of New York, demanding their rights. Since then 
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every year on March 8th   the world joins hands together to support, raise, inspire and 

motivate women across all fields of work. The purpose of this day is to focus on various 

themes such as innovation, the portrayal of women in the media, or the importance of 

education and career opportunities. March 8th is a holiday in many countries, while 

others celebrate it by holding street marches, debates discussions and through a variety 

of other programs. 

March 9 

Zahra Rahnavard (b.10/31/1945)   

Zahra Rahnavard, a prominent figure in Iran, earned her Master’s degree at the Arts 

faculty at Tehran University. She also has a masters and doctorate in political science 

from Azad University. She married Mir Hossein Mousavi in the late 1960s. In the 1970s 

they fled to the United States after a close friend of hers was arrested. Rahvavard 

returned to Iran shortly before the 1979 revolution and was instrumental in helping 

develop many of the new political and cultural programs. From 1997- 2005 she was the 

advisor to the former president, Mohammad Khatami and was also the chancellor of Az-

Zahra University, Iran's only all-female institution of higher education. She was the first 

woman to hold her position since the 1979 Islamic Revolution.   

March 10 

Harriet Tubman (b.1822 d.3/10/1913)  

Harriet Tubman was an abolitionist, humanitarian, and an armed scout and spy for the 

United States Army during the American Civil War. Born into slavery, Tubman escaped 

and subsequently made some thirteen missions to rescue approximately seventy 

enslaved families and friends, using the network of antislavery activists and safe houses 

known as the Underground Railroad. She later helped abolitionist John Brown recruit 

men for his raid on Harper's Ferry. 

March 11 

Hallie Quinn Brown (b.3/10/1849 d.9/16/1949)  

Hallie Quinn Brown began as a public school teacher, working to improve literacy levels, 

she became the dean of women at Tuskegee of Institute in Alabama, where she worked 

with Booker T. Washington. Brown helped to promote the Colored Woman’s League, 

which became the National Association of Colored Women, and set up a scholarship 

fund so other African American women could pursue education. She fought for the full 

citizenship of women, for civil rights, and she protested segregation. 

March 12 

Mechtild of Magdeburg (b.1210 d.1282) 

Mechthild of Magdeburg, a Beguine (a Christian lay religious order), was a medieval 

mystic, whose book Das flieende Licht der Gottheit described her visions of God. She 

was the first mystic to write in German. Her criticism of church dignitaries, religious 

laxity and claims to theological insight aroused so much opposition that some called for 

the burning of her writings. With advancing age, she was not only alone, and the object 
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of much criticism but she also became blind. Around 1272, she joined the Cistercian 

nunnery at Helfta, Where she was protected and supported for the rest of her life. 

March 13 

Mary Elizabeth Bowser   

Mary Richards was likely born near Richmond, Virginia, and may have been born a 

slave of Eliza Baker and John Van Lew or their extended family. The first record of 

Richards is her baptism in 1846. Richards was sent to school in the north. In 1855, 

Richards went to Liberia to join a missionary community. She returned by 1860 and 

married Wilson Bowser.  She was a spy for the Union Army during the Civil War. 

March 14 

Fannie Lou Hamer (b.10/6/1917 d.3/14/1977) 

Fannie Lou Hamer (Townsend) was an American voting rights activist, civil rights 

leader, and philanthropist. She was instrumental in organizing Mississippi's Freedom 

Summer for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), and later became 

the vice-chair of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, which she represented at 

the 1964 Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 

March 15 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg (b.3/15/1933) 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg was the second woman to be appointed to the Supreme Court. 

She was a professor at Rutgers School of Law–Newark and Columbia Law School. Still 

one of the few women in her field, Ginsburg was paid less than her male colleagues. 

Ginsburg spent a considerable part of her legal career as an advocate for the 

advancement of gender equality and women's rights, winning multiple victories arguing 

before the Supreme Court. She advocated as a volunteer lawyer for the American Civil 

Liberties Union and was a member of its board of directors and one of its general 

counsels in the 1970s. In 1980, President Jimmy Carter appointed her to the U.S. Court 

of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit where she served until her elevation to the 

Supreme Court by President Clinton. 

March 16 

Anna Marie Dengal (b.3/16/1892 d.4/17/1980) 

Anna Marie Dengal was an Austrian physician, Religious Sister and missionary. She 

was the founder of the Medical Mission Sisters, which was among the 

first congregations of Religious Sisters authorized by the Roman Catholic Church to 

provide full medical care to the poor and needy in the overseas missions 

March 17 
Women Celtic Saints 
St. Bridgid, St. Ida, St. Attracta, St. Ia, St. Winifrede known as Pilgrims for Christ 

 
St. Bridgid:  Irish hagiography makes her an early Irish Christian nun, abbess, and 
founder of several monasteries of nuns, including that of Kildare in Ireland, which was 
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famous and was revered. Her feast day is February 1, which was originally a pagan 
festival called Imbolc, marking the beginning of spring. The saint shares her name with 
an important Celtic goddess and there are many legends and folk customs associated 
with her. 

St. Ida: An early Irish nun and patron saint of Killeedy. She was known as the "foster 
mother of the saints of Erin". The name "Ita" ("thirst for holiness") was conferred on her 
because of her saintly qualities. Her feast day is January 15. 

St. Attracta: A hermit and co-worker with St. Patrick. She is traditionally listed as a 
daughter of a noble Irish family. Her father opposed her religious vocation but Attracta 
went to St. Patrick at Coolavin, Ireland, and made her vows to him. Attracta founded 
a hospice on Lough Gara called Killaraght.  

St. Ia: Ia of Cornwall was an evangelist and martyr of the 5th or 6th centuries 
in Cornwall. She is said to have been an Irish princess. 

St. Winifred: Saint Winifred was a 7th-century Welsh Christian woman, around whom 
many historical legends have formed. A healing spring at the traditional site of her 
decapitation and restoration is now a shrine and pilgrimage site called St Winefride's 
Well in Holywell, Flintshire, Wales and known as the Lourdes of Wales. 

March 18 

Golda Meir (b.3/3/1898 d.12/8/1978)  

Golda Meir was elected Prime Minister of Israel on March 17, 1969, after serving as 

Minister of Labor and Foreign Minister. The world's fourth and Israel's first and only 

woman to hold such an office, she has been described as the "Iron Lady" of Israeli 

politics. Former Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion used to call Meir "the best man in the 

government"; she was often portrayed as the "strong-willed, straight-talking, grey-

bunned grandmother of the Jewish people". 

March 19 

María Josefa Crescencia Ortiz Téllez-Girón (b.4/19/1773 d.3/2/1829)  

Josefa Ortizi de Dominguez was an insurgent and supporter of the Mexican War of 

Independence in the early 19th century. She and her husband worked to gain Mexico’s 

independence from Spain. Maria was offered many honors and awards following the 

war, but refused all of them because she considered what she did as her patriotic duty. 

March 20 

Mary Mills (b.8/1912 d.2/2/2010)  

Mary Mills, a granddaughter of slaves became a nurse and joined the United States 

Public Health Service (USPHS) in 1946 serving as their chief nursing officer in Liberia. 

Under her guidance some of the first campaigns in public health education took place. 

Mills later worked in Lebanon and established the country's first nursing school, which. 

helped to combat treatable diseases. She was later assigned to South Vietnam, 

Cambodia and Chad to provide medical education. 

Mary Mills had an excellent preparation for her vocation in public health. Mills earned a 

certificate in public health nursing from the Medical College of Virginia, a certificate in 
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midwifery from the Lobenstein School of Midwifery in New York City, a bachelor’s and 

master’s degree in nursing from New York University and a graduate certificate in health 

care administration from George Washington University in Washington, D.C. 

March 21 

Belle Sherwin (b.3/20/1869 d.7/5/1955)  

Belle Sherwin was an American Women's rights activist. She had a long involvement 

with voluntary civic and women's organizations. Belle became the first President of the 

Consumers League of Ohio. During the first years of this century Sherwin was most 

active with the Visiting Nurse Association of Cleveland, serving on its board until 1924, 

and with the Cleveland Consumers' League, which she had organized in 1900. In 1913 

Sherwin was elected a trustee of Wellesley College, a position she served until 1943. 

March 22 

Dorothy Stratton (b.3/24/1899 d.9/17/2006)  

Dorothy Stratton was the director of the SPARS, the United States Coast Guard 

Women's Reserve during World War II. She is the namesake of the Coast Guard's third 

National Security Cutter, the USCGC Stratton. 

March 23 

Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz (b.3/22/1943 d.5/13/2012)  

Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz was professor emeritus of ethics and theology at Drew University 

in Madison, New Jersey. As a Latina theologian, she was an innovator of Hispanic 

theology in general and specifically of Mujerista Theology. She was founder and co-

director of the Hispanic Institute of Theology at Drew University. She was a political 

refugee from Cuba (1960). Her studies and involvement in the feminist theological 

movement led her to begin to develop a theology from the perspective of Latinas in the 

United States, which led to the development of Mujerista theology. This theology used 

as its sources religious experiences, practices, and responses to the daily struggles of 

life. Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz was a board member of Mary’s Pence.  

A mujerista is someone who makes a preferential option for Latina women, 

for their struggle for liberation. Mujeristas struggle to liberate themselves not 

as individuals but as members of a Latino community. They work to build 

bridges among Latinas/os while denouncing sectarianism and divisionary 

tactics. Mujeristas understand that their task is to gather the hopes and 

expectations of the people about justice and peace. Mujeristas believe that in 

them, though not exclusively so, God chooses to once again lay claim to, to 

revindicate, the divine image and likeness made visible in Latinas.  

March 24 

Esther (4th c. B.C.)  

Esther was the Jewish queen of Persia, married to King Ahasuerus. At the time of the 

Achaemendid Empire. Her story is the basis for the celebration of Purim in Jewish 
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tradition. When a nobleman sought to persecute the Jewish people, Queen Esther 

persuaded the King to spare them. She was the savior of the Jewish people. 

March 25 

Margaret Chase Smith (b.12/14/1897 d.5/29/1995)  

Margaret Madeline Chase Smith was a United States politician. She served as a U.S 

Representative and a U.S. Senator from Maine. A moderate Republican, she was 

among the first to criticize the tactics of McCarthyism in her 1950 speech, "Declaration 

of Conscience". 

March 26 

Emma Sepulveda  

Emma Sepulveda was born in Argentina and raised in Chile. She fled with her family to 

the United States after Augusto Pinochet took over the Chilean government. She 

earned her Ph.D. in languages and literature from the University of California at Davis. 

Sepulveda has dedicated the past 25 years to working with Arpilleristas, the Chilean 

women's movement, and she also founded the nonprofit organization Latinos for 

Political Education. Additionally, she has authored over 17 novels, works of poetry, non-

fiction, literary criticism, and photography. Author or From Death to Silence, Do You 

Hear My Accent When I Write? 

March 27 

Adrienne Cecile Rich (b.5/16/1929 d.3/27/2012) 

Adrienne Cecile Rich was an American poet, essayist and radical feminist. She was 

called "one of the most widely read and influential poets of the second half of the 20th 

century", and was credited with bringing "the oppression of women and lesbians to the 

forefront of poetic discourse." Her first collection of poetry, A Change of World, was 

selected by renowned poet W. H. Auden for the Yale Series of Younger Poets Award. 

Auden went on to write the introduction to the published volume. She famously declined 

the National Medal of Arts, protesting the vote by House Speaker Newt Gingrich to end 

funding for the National Endowment for the Arts.  

March 28 

Asma Jahangir (b.1/27/1952) 

Asma Jahangir earned her law degree in 1978, and since then has been crusading for 

human rights in Pakistan as a leading lawyer and advocate of the Supreme Court of 

Pakistan.as the President of the Supreme Court Bar Association of Pakistan. Over the 

years she has represented thousands of seemingly hopeless cases for persecuted 

religious minorities, women, and children. 

In 1987 she co-founded the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan and became 

its Secretary General until 1993 when she was elevated as commission's chairperson 

She has co-chaired South Asia Forum for Human Rights and was the vice president 

of International Federation for Human Rights. Jahangir served as the United Nations 

Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion from August 2004 to July 2010, including 
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serving on the U.N. panel for inquiry into Sri Lankan human rights violations and on 

a fact-finding mission on Israeli settlements.  

March 29 

Pearl Bailey (b.3/29/1918 d.8/17/1990)  

Pearl Bailey began her career as a singer and an actress. At 67, she graduated from 

Georgetown University with a degree in theology, as well as an honorary doctorate. She 

became well known for her humanitarian work around the world and for advocating for 

liberty for all. In 1975 Pearl became the United States Goodwill Ambassador to the 

United Nations, and in 1988 she received the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

March 30 

Kathy Kelly (b.12/10/1952)   

Kathy Kelly is an author, pacifist, and peace activist in the US and abroad. In 1996 

Kathy Kelly helped found Voices in the Wilderness to lead a campaign against the 

sanctions in Iraq. Currently she is a co-coordinator of Voices for Creative Nonviolence. 

She has been arrested several times both at home and abroad, and has spent time in 

jail for her beliefs. 

March 31 

Marjorie Agosin (b.1955)   

Marjorie Agosin is recognized as a premier Latin American voice in writing and for 

human rights activism. She is descended from Austrian and Russian Jews who 

perished in the Holocaust, and was born and lived in Chile until she was 16 years old. 

At that point she moved to the United States to escape a military coup. Agosin has won 

numerous awards for her human rights work including the United Nations Leadership 

Award for Human Rights and awards for her work as a Latina writer. 

April  

April 1 

Wangari Maathai (b.4/1/1940 d.9/25/2011)  

Wangari Maathai was an internationally renowned Kenyan environmental political 

activist and Nobel laureate. She was educated in the United States at Mount St. 

Scholastica (Benedictine College) and the University of Pittsburgh, as well as the 

University of Nairobi in Kenya. In 1977, Maathai founded the Green Belt Movement, an 

environmental organization focused on the planting of trees, environment conservation, 

and women's rights. The first African woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize (2004) 

for "her contribution to sustainable development, democracy and peace." 

April 2 

Barbara Caine (b.4/2/1948)   

Barbara Caine is feminist historian from Australia. In 2015 she became the Head of the 

School of Philosophical and Historical Inquiry at the University of Sydney. She has 

written extensively on British and Australian women's history, and has written 

biographies of a number of historical figures. Caine established the first Women's 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli_settlement
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Studies Centre in Australia at the University of Sydney, and oversaw its development 

into a Department of Women's Studies. 

April 3 
Dorthea Dix (b.4/4/1802 d.7/18/1887)  
Dorothea Dix was an American activist on behalf of the indigent insane who, through a 
vigorous program of lobbying state legislatures and the United States Congress, 
created the first generation of American mental asylums. Dorothea was an author, 
teacher and reformer. Her efforts on behalf of the mentally ill and prisoners helped 
create dozens of new institutions across the United States and in Europe and changed 
people’s perceptions of these populations. Charged during the American Civil War with 
the administration of military hospitals, Dix also established a reputation as an 
advocate for the work of female nurses. Her own troubled family background and 
impoverished youth served as a galvanizing force throughout her career, although she 
remained silent on her own biographical details for most of her long, productive life. 

 

April 4 

Maya Angelou (b.4/4/1928 d.5/28/2014)  

Maya Angelou was an American poet, memoirist, and civil rights activist. She published 

seven autobiographies, three books of essays, several books of poetry, and was 

credited with a list of plays, movies, and television shows spanning over 50 years. Maya 

Angelou’s autobiography, I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings, giving a young black girl 

a voice, once lost then freed to sing the song of all people. 

April 5 

Pandita Ramabai (b.4/23/1858 d.4/5/1922)  

Pandita Ramabai was a 19th century Indian social reformer, a champion for the 

emancipation of women, and a pioneer in education. She participated in the freedom 

movement and was one of the 10 women delegates of the Congress session of 1889. In 

addressing the education of women she declared with fervor, "In ninety-nine cases out 

of a hundred the educated men of this country are opposed to female education and the 

proper position of women. If they observe the slightest fault, they magnify the grain of 

mustard-seed into a mountain, and try to ruin the character of a woman”. Pandita 

vigorously pursued the rights of Indian women. 

April 6 

Gloria Macapagal Arroyo (b.4/5/1947)   

Gloria Macapagal Arroyo is a Filipina politician who served as the 14th President of the 

Philippines from 2001 until 2010, as the 10th Vice President of the Philippines from 

1998 to 2001, as the incumbent deputy speaker of the 17th Congress and a member of 

the House of Representatives representing the 2nd District of Pampanga since 2010. 

She was the country's second female president (after Corazon Aquino), and the 

daughter of former President Diosdado Macapagal. Arroyo is also the first duly elected 

female Vice President of the Philippines. 
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April 7 

Joyce Banda (b.4/12/1950)   

Joyce Hilda Banda is a Malawian politician who was the President of Malawi from April 

7, 2012 to May 31, 2014. She is the founder and leader of the People's Party, created in 

2011. Banda took office as President following the sudden death of President Bingu wa 

Mutharika. She was Malawi's fourth president and its first female president. Before 

becoming president, she served as the country's first female vice-president. 

Banda was a Member of Parliament and Minister for Gender, Children's Affairs and 

Community Services. Before her active career in politics she was the founder of the 

Joyce Banda Foundation, founder of the National Association of Business Women 

(NABW), Young Women Leaders Network and the Hunger Project. 

In 2014, Forbes named President Banda as the 40th most powerful woman in the world 

and the most powerful woman in Africa. 

April 8 

Betty Ford (b.4/8/1918 d.7/8/2011) 

Betty Ford was First Lady of the USA from 1974 to 1977. Despite opposition from 

conservative Republicans who objected to her more moderate and liberal positions on 

social issues, Betty maintained high approval ratings. Ford was noted for raising breast 

cancer awareness following her 1974 mastectomy. In addition, she was a passionate 

supporter of and activist for, the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). Pro-choice on 

abortion and a leader in the Women's Movement, she gained fame as one of the most 

candid first ladies in history, commenting on every hot-button issue of the time, including 

feminism, equal pay, the ERA, sex, drugs, abortion, and gun control. She also raised 

awareness of addiction when in the 1970s, she announced her long-running battle with 

alcoholism and substance abuse. She was the founder of the Betty Ford Clinic for 

addiction and substance abuse. She was a recipient of the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom during the George W. Bush administration. 

April 9 

Irene Morgan Kirkaldy (b.4/9/17 d.8/10/2007) 

Irene Morgan Kirkaldy, in July of 1944, made a courageous decision that would turn into 

one of the first major advancements in the American Civil Rights Movement. A half hour 

into a bus trip, a white couple boarded the crowded bus and the bus driver, under 

authority given to him by Jim Crow laws in Virginia, demanded that Kirkaldy give up her 

seat. Raised by a religious family that discouraged questioning authority, Kirkaldy 

decided that her rights outweighed her obedience and she refused to give up her seat. 

The bus driver drove directly to a local jail and a sheriff's deputy boarded the bus and 

handed her a warrant for her arrest. Kirkaldy tore up the warrant. Kirkaldy's stand 

against discrimination and segregation landed her in jail. Kirkaldy and her lawyer, 

Spottswood Robinson III, decided to plead guilty to the charge of resisting arrest but not 
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guilty to violating the Virginia segregation law. Robinson argued that the segregation 

law violated the interstate commerce clause of the U.S. Constitution. Kirkaldy lost her 

case, but with the help of the NAACP and Thurgood Marshall, it was brought before the 

U.S. Supreme Court. Justices heard arguments in Irene Morgan v. Commonwealth of 

Virginia, and handed down a landmark decision for Civil Rights. On June 3, 1946, they 

agreed that segregation violated the Constitution's protection of interstate commerce. 

April 10 

Delores Huerta (b.4/10/1930)   

Dolores Huerta is an American labor leader and civil rights activist who was the co-

founder of the National Farmworkers Association, which later became the United Farm 

Workers. Huerta has received numerous awards for her community service and 

advocacy for workers', immigrants', and women's rights, including the Eugene V. 

Debs Foundation Outstanding American Award, the United States Presidential Eleanor 

Roosevelt Award for Human Rights and the Presidential Medal of Freedom. She was 

inducted in the National Women's Hall of Fame in 1993, the first Latina inductee. 

April 11 

Rosalyn Yalow (b.7/19/21 d.5/30/2011)  

Rosalyn Sussman Yalow was an American medical physicist, and a co-winner of the 

1977 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine, for development of the radioimmunoassay 

technique. This technique can be used to identify hormone-related health problems. 

Further, RIA can be used to detect many foreign substances in the blood including 

some cancers. Finally, the technique can be used to measure the effectiveness of dose 

levels of antibiotics and drugs.  

April 12 

Yom HaShoah 

Yom HaShoah is observed as Israel's day of commemoration for the approximately six 

million Jews who perished in the Holocaust as a result of the actions of Nazi Germany 

and its allies, and for the Jewish resistance in that period. In Israel, it is a national 

memorial day. It was inaugurated in 1953. 

April 13 

Julian of Norwich (b.11/8/1342 d.1416)  

Julian of Norwich was an English anchoress and an important Christian mystic and 

theologian. Her Revelations of Divine Love, written around 1395, is the first book in the 

English language known to have been written by a woman. Julian was known as a 

spiritual authority within her community, where she served as a counselor and advisor. 

April 14 

Simone de Beauvoir (b.1/9/1908 d.4/14/1986)  

Simone de Beauvoir was a French writer, intellectual, existentialist philosopher, political 

activist, feminist and social theorist. De Beauvoir wrote novels, essays, biographies, 

autobiography and monographs on philosophy, politics and social issues. She was 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_rights
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known for her 1949 treatise The Second Sex, a detailed analysis of women's 

oppression and a foundational tract of contemporary feminism; and for her novels, 

including She Came to Stay and The Mandarins. 

April 15 

Corrie ten Boom (b.4/15/1892 d.4/15/1983)  

Cornelia "Corrie" ten Boom was born in Haarlem, Netherlands, and grew up in a 

devoutly religious family. During World War II, she and her family harbored hundreds of 

Jews to protect them from arrest by Nazi authorities. Betrayed by a fellow Dutch citizen, 

the entire family was imprisoned. Corrie survived and started a worldwide ministry and 

later told her story in a book entitled The Hiding Place. 

April 16 

Joan Sawyer (b.4/17/32 d.12/14/1983)  

Joan Sawyer was born in Antrim, Ireland and entered the Missionary Sisters of St. 

Columban in Belfast. She became an American citizen and earned a degree in social 

work from Mundelein College in Chicago. In 1977 she transferred to Lima, Peru and 

worked as a chaplain to the prisoners of Lurigancho Prison. She became known for her 

fearless kindness to the prisoners and their families. During a prison riot, she and 

several other sisters were taken hostage. After negotiations, the prisoners and their 

hostages left the prison and were met with a barrage of bullets from the military.  Sr. 

Joan and the prisoners were killed while the other hostages escaped.  

April 17 

Jo Ann Gibson Robinson (b.4/17/2012 d.8/29/1983)  

Jo Ann Gibson Robinson received her Ph.D. from Columbia, and began working as a 

college professor. She was the President of the Woman's Political Council in 

Montgomery, Alabama, a group of African-American activists. They were the ones who 

initially started the bus boycotts and began the protests for greater civil rights. She 

helped to organize the first meetings advocating for African Americans to take a bigger 

stance in resistance and improving their lives and their communities. Robinson chose to 

stay out of the limelight to protect her job as a professor, but continued to offer quiet 

leadership, becoming an unsung heroes of the Civil Rights Movement. 

April 18 

Augusta Savage (b.2/29/1892 d.3/26/1962)  

Augusta Savage was a black sculptor associated with the Harlem Renaissance. She 

was also a teacher and her studio was important to the careers of a rising generation of 

artists who would become nationally known. She worked for equal rights for black 

Americans in the arts. 

April 19 

Betty Greene (b.1920 d.4/19/1997)  

Betty Greene was a member of the Women’s Air Force Service Pilots during World War 

II, a time when many people felt women had no place in the military. Because of a 
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staffing shortage, women were admitted to the Air Force. After proving her capability as 

a pilot in the service, Betty founded the Christian Airmen’s Missionary Fellowship in 

1945. 

April 20 

Maria Varela (b.1940 d.4/21/1981)  

Maria Varela, a noted photographer has been recognized as one of the first and few 

Mexican-Americans to devote herself to the supporting the Civil Rights Movement for 

African-Americans. Having documented the civil rights struggle for the past three 

decades, Varela’s poignant work has been included in museums such as the 

Smithsonian as well as in books and galleries.  

Maria Varela, worked briefly in SNCC’s Atlanta headquarters, Varela was assigned to 

Selma, Alabama to help educate and register black voters in the “belly of the beast” of 

the battle for civil rights. Varela soon recognized an urgent problem: the images 

provided for voter education materials showed only white faces. At first Varela asked 

various SNCC photographers to shoot new images. But she had a keen eye, and finally 

one of them asked her: “Why don’t you shoot the photos yourself?” She quickly learned, 

and in Varela’s work we see an evolution from utilitarian images, meant exclusively for 

training materials, to potently composed photos furnishing a sophisticated lens on the 

dramatic changes underway in 1960s Alabama and Mississippi. 

April 21 

Nina Simone (b.2/21/1933 d.4/24/2003) 

Nina Simone was one of seven children of a poor family in North Carolina. At the age of 

four, she was recognized as a piano prodigy. She attended the Juilliard School of Music 

in New York, a feat rarely heard of for black women, and began recording music in the 

late 1950s. She sang jazz, protest songs, blues, show tunes, African tribal chants, and 

original songs. Simone was deeply involved in the Civil Rights Movement and was 

associated with radicals like Malcolm X and the black playwright Lorraine Hansberry. 

Many of her songs were used as civil rights anthems and therefore were rarely played 

on the radio. Known as ‘The High Priestess of Soul’, she made it her mission to bring 

social and political causes to the attention of her fans. 

April 22 

Loretta C. Argrett (b.10/7/1937)   

Loretta Argrett became the first black staff member of the US Congress Joint 

Committee on Taxation. In 1993, she became the highest-ranking black woman in the 

history of the Department of Justice when she was confirmed as Assistant US Attorney 

General. Before she left the Department of Justice in 2000, Argrett received several 

awards and commendations, including the prestigious Edmund J Randolph Award. A 

member of the bar for nearly twenty-five years, Loretta Argrett was a partner at a 

Washington law firm before returning to the Harvard School of Law as a professor of 

Law.  
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April 23 

Maria Teresa Tula (b.4/23/1951)  

María Teresa Tula is a Salvadoran political writer and activist associated with the group 

COMADRES. This group supports those who have been subjected to forced 

disappearance or political assassination in El Salvador. 

April 24 

Willa Cather (b.12/7/1893 d.4/24/1947)  

Willa Sibert Cather was an American writer who achieved recognition for her novels of 

frontier life on the Great Plains, including O Pioneers!, The Song of the Lark, and My 

Ántonia. Cather was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for her World War I novel, One of Ours. 

April 25 

Martha George (b.4/28/1892 d.1/7/1987)  

Martha George was repeatedly elected chairperson of the Suquamish tribe, serving 

from the late 1920s to the early 1940s. She was a descendant of Chief Seattle in 

present-day Washington State. Martha George was a famous basket weaver. 

April 26 

Amy Biehl (b.4/26/1967 d. 8/25/1993)  

Amy Elizabeth Biehl was a student at the University of the Western Cape in Cape Town 

as a scholar in the Fulbright Program. She was an Anti-Apartheid activist who was 

murdered by black Cape Town residents while a black mob shouted anti-white slurs. 

The attack on the car driven by her was one of many incidents of general lawlessness 

on the road that afternoon. Bands of black youths threw stones at delivery vehicles and 

cars driven by white people. One delivery vehicle was toppled over and set alight, and 

only the arrival of the police prevented more damage. Her killers were eventually 

pardoned by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Amy’s parents supported this 

decision. 

April 27 

Mary Wollstonecraft (b.4/27/1759 d.9/10/1797) 

Mary Wollstonecraft was an English writer, philosopher, and advocate of women's 

rights. During her brief career, she wrote novels, treatises, a travel narrative, a history of 

the French Revolution, a conduct book, and a children's book. Wollstonecraft is best 

known for A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792), in which she argues that 

women are not naturally inferior to men, but appear to be only because they lack 

education. 

April 28 

St. Catherine of Siena (b.3/25/1347 d.4/29/1830)  

St. Catherine of Siena was a tertiary of the Dominican Order, a Scholastic philosopher, 

mystic and theologian. She worked to bring the papacy of Gregory XI back to Rome 

from its displacement in France and to establish peace among the Italian city-states. 
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April 29 

The Wise Women of Mary’s Pence 

Mary’s Pence founder, Maureen Gallagher, OP, describes a mystical experience she 

had while cleaning her house. As she vacuumed, she prayed out her frustration, 

imagining all the bishops and cardinals who refused to help women in ministry standing 

before God. Each one was asked by God “Why did you do nothing to help women 

minister?” and then they were banished. Then Maureen found herself before God, who 

asked, “What did you do to help women minister?” Maureen said, “I’m a woman, I 

couldn’t do anything.” God asked again, “What did you do?” Maureen then knew Mary’s 

Pence needed to be formed and that she would be the one to do it. 

April 30 

Aviva Chomsky (b.4/20/1957) 

Aviva Chomsky is professor of history and coordinator of Latin American studies at 

Salem State University in Massachusetts. Her most recent book is Undocumented: How 

Immigration Became Illegal. Between 1976 and 1977, Chomsky worked for the United 

Farm Workers union. She credited this experience with sparking her "interest in the 

Spanish language, in migrant workers and immigration, in labor history, in social 

movements and labor organizing, in multinationals and their workers, in how global 

economic forces affect individuals, and how people collectively organize for social 

change".[1] At the University of California at Berkeley, she obtained a B.A. in Spanish 

and Portuguese in 1982, an M.A. in history in 1985, and a Ph.D. in history in 1990. She 

began teaching at Bates College, and became an associate professor of history at 

Salem State College in 1997, the Coordinator of Latin American Studies in 1999, and a 

full professor in 2002. 

May 

May 1 

Anne Marie Jarvis (b.5/1/1864 d.11/24/1948)  

Anna Marie Jarvis was the founder of the Mother's Day holiday in the United States. 

The woman who devoted herself to the creation of a national holiday to honor 

overworked, underappreciated mothers later devoted herself to fighting the commercial 

juggernaut it became.  

 

May 2 

Nannie Helen Burroughs (b.5/2/1879 d.5/20/1961)  

Nannie Helen Burroughs, was an blackl educator, orator, religious leader, civil rights 

activist, feminist and businesswoman in the United States. Her speech "How the Sisters 

Are Hindered from Helping," at the 1900 National Baptist Convention in Virginia, 

instantly won her fame and recognition. In 1909, she founded the National Training 

School for Women and Girls in Washington, DC.  
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May 3 

Maryam Mirzakhami (b.5/3/1977 d.7/14/2017) 

Maryam Mirzakhami was an  Iranian mathematician, a professor at Stanford, and the 

first woman to ever earn the prestigious Fields Medal, the most important award in 

mathematics. Maryam’s undergrad work was in Iran. She came to the US to work for 

her Ph.D. from Harvard. Her research topics included Teichmüller theory, hyperbolic 

geometry, ergodic theory, and symplectic geometry. 

May 4 

Clara Barton (b.12/25/1821 d.4/12/1912) 

Clara Barton was a pioneering nurse who founded the American Red Cross. She was a 

hospital nurse in the American Civil War, a teacher, and patent clerk.  Nursing 

education was not very formalized at that time and Clara did not attend nursing school, 

so she provided self-taught nursing care.[ Barton is noteworthy for doing humanitarian 

work at a time when relatively few women worked outside the home.  

May 5 

Sr. Barbara Ford (d.5/5/2001)  

Sr. Barbara Anne Ford died May 5, 2001, in Guatemala City. Sister Barbara, a longtime 

resident of Guatemala, was shot in what appeared to be a carjacking turned violent. 

Suspicions have been raised about political motives, based on her work with the Sisters 

of Charity. 

May 6 

Mary McLeod Bethune (b.7/10/1875 d.5/18/1955)  

Mary Jane McLeod Bethune, the daughter of former slaves  became one of the most 

important black educators, civil and women’s rights leaders and government officials of 

the twentieth century. The college she founded set educational standards for today’s 

black colleges, and her role as an advisor to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt gave 

African Americans an advocate in government. Bethune opened a boarding school, the 

Daytona Beach Literary and Industrial School for Training Negro Girls. Eventually, 

Bethune’s school became a college, merging with the all-male Cookman Institute to 

form Bethune-Cookman College in 1929. It issued its first degrees in 1943.  

May 7 

Eva Peron (b.5/7/1919 d.7/26/1952) 

Eva Peron was born in the rural village of Los Toldos, in the Pampas. In 1934, she 

moved to Buenos Aires. She met Colonel Juan Perón in 1944 during a charity event.  

The two were married the following year. Juan Perón was elected President of 

Argentina in 1946; during the next 6 years, Eva Perón became powerful within the pro-

Peronist trade unions, primarily for speaking on behalf of labor rights. She also ran the 

Ministries of Labor and Health, founded and ran the charitable Eva Perón Foundation, 

championed women's suffrage in Argentina, and founded and ran the nation's first 

large-scale female political party, the Female Peronist Party.  
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May 8 

Phyllis Wheatley (b.5/8/1753 d.12/5/1784) 

Born in Senegal/Gambia in about 1753, poet Phillis Wheatley was brought to Boston, 

Massachusetts, on a slave ship in 1761 and was purchased by John Wheatley as a 

personal servant to his wife. The Wheatleys educated Phillis and she soon mastered 

Latin and Greek, going on to write highly acclaimed poetry. She published her first 

poem in 1767 and her first volume of verse, Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and 

Moral, in 1773. Having been freed from slavery, she later married and struggled 

financially, with Wheatley unable to find a publisher for her second volume of poems. 

She died in Boston on December 5, 1784. 

May 9 

Septima Poinsette Clark (b.5/3/1898 d.12/15/1987)  

Septima Poinsette Clark was an American educator and civil rights activist. Clark 

developed the literacy and citizenship workshops that played an important role in the 

drive for voting and civil rights. Clark is quoted as saying, "Knowledge could empower 

marginalized groups in ways that formal legal equality couldn't." 

May 10 

Maggie Kuhn (b.8/3/05 d.4/22/1995)  

Maggie Kuhn was an American activist known for founding the Gray Panthers 

movement, after she was forced to retire from her job at the then-mandatory retirement 

age of 65. The Gray Panthers became known for advocating nursing home reform and 

fighting ageism, claiming that "old people and women constitute America's biggest 

untapped and undervalued human energy source." She dedicated her life to fighting for 

human rights, social and economic justice, global peace, integration, and an 

understanding of mental health issues. 

May 11 

Mercedes Lopez (b.1933)   

Mercedes Lopez was brought up working in the fields and working with her mother, who 

was a midwife and healer. In 1963, Mercedes immigrated to the United States with her 

children searching for a better way of life. She worked with her husband in the vineyards 

and orchards of California and cared for others’ children as well as her own. Lopez 

continued to work to keep the Mexican culture alive among immigrants, creating 

beautiful piñatas, sewing traditional costumes, showing the children at local schools the 

art of paper cutting, as well as teaching them traditional songs, and making recipes that 

she learned as a child. She teaches the children in hopes that the Mexican culture will 

continue through them. Lopez is also known in her community for her work as a folk 

artist.   

May 12 

Florence Nightingale (b.5/12/1820 d.8/13/1910)  

Florence Nightingale, OM, RRC, DStJ was an English social reformer and statistician, 

and the founder of modern nursing. She came to prominence while serving as a 
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manager of nurses during the Crimean War, where she organized the tending to 

wounded soldiers. She gave nursing a highly favorable reputation and became an icon 

of Victorian culture, especially in the persona of "The Lady with the Lamp" making 

rounds of wounded soldiers at night. 

May 13 
Mothers and Nurturing Women 
We miss the point of womanhood when our understanding is handcuffed to matters of 
culturally based stereotypes, mere biology, or procreative abilities. Women have a 
capacity for nurturing beyond a mother/child relationship. Aunts, cousins, sisters as 
well as others that touch lives nurture and influence the people each of us are 
becoming. 

May 14 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas (b.4/7/1890 d.5/14/1998) 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas was an American journalist, feminist, and environmentalist 

known for her staunch defense of the Everglades against efforts to drain it and reclaim 

land for development. Her most influential work was the book The Everglades: River of 

Grass (1947), which redefined the popular conception of the Everglades as a treasured 

river instead of a worthless swamp; its impact has been compared to that of Rachel 

Carson's influential book Silent Spring (1962). Her books, stories, and journalism career 

brought her influence in Miami, which she used to advance her causes. 

May 15 

Digna Ochoa (b.5/15/1964 d.10/19/2001) 

Digna Ochoa was a civil rights attorney in Mexico. At the time of her death, she was 

involved in the defense of peasant ecologists in Guerrero. Digna Ochoa was killed 

October 19, 2001 in Mexico City. Her body was found in the law office where she 

worked. A note was found by her body, warning the members of the human rights 

law centre where she had recently worked that the same thing could happen to them. 

Digna Ochoa was awarded Amnesty International’s “Enduring Spirit Award”. She 

received The Ludovic Trarieux International Human Rights Prize, an 

international human rights award given annually to a lawyer for contributions to the 

defense of human rights posthumously.  

May 16 

Sr. Margaret Ann Cusack (b.5/16/1829 d.6/5/1899) 

Sr. Margaret Ann Cusack was the founder of Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace. Sr. Cusack 

was the author of over 200 works which included biographies of the saints, and 

pamphlets on social issues. The profits from her writings went to support relief during 

the Potato Famine in Ireland. She raised and distributed £15,000 in a famine relief fund. 

Sr. Cusack was  an outspoken Irish patriot, publishing The Patriot's History of Ireland.  

Sr. Cusack’s  novels include Ned Rusheen, or, Who Fired the First Shot? (1871); 

and Tim O'Halloran's Choice (1877). 
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May 17 

Theresa Czervionke (b.3/28/1916 d.5/15/2007) 

Teresa Czervionke was educated at Ss. Peter and Paul's School in Mankato, Good 

Counsel Academy, and Mankato State Teachers College in Minnesota. She came to 

Freeport in 1939 to work as a secretary and receptionist for the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Philip L. 

Kennedy, administrator of St. Vincent's Orphanage -St. Joseph's Home for the Aged. 

Czervionke left to raise her family but then returned to work for over 20 more years until 

her retirement in 1981. She helped set up the first Girl Scout Troop at St. Vincent's 

Home and continued to help for many years.  

May 18 

Ida Bell Wells (b.7/16/1862 d.3/25/1931) 

Ida Bell Wells was a black journalist and leader in the Civil Rights Movement. Wells was 

a Georgist, which is an economic philosophy holding that, while people should own the 

value they produce themselves, economic value derived from land (including natural 

resources and natural opportunities) should belong equally to all members of society. 

Ida Wells was one of the founders of the NAACP in 1909. As a journalist, Wells shined 

a spotlight on the lynching of black people in the South, writing "Southern Horrors: 

Lynch Law in All Its Phases." 

May 19 

Lorraine Vivian Hansberry (b.5/19/1930 d.1/12/1965) 

Lorraine Vivian Hansberry was the first black woman playwright to have a play 

preformed on Broadway.  Her best known work, the play A Raisin in the Sun, highlights 

the lives of Black Americans living under racial segregation in Chicago. Hansberry's 

family had struggled against segregation, challenging a restrictive covenant and 

eventually provoking the Supreme Court case Hansberry v. Lee. The title of the play 

was taken from the poem "Harlem" by Langston Hughes: "What happens to a dream 

deferred? Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun?" 

May 20 

Sr. Rose Hawthorne (b.5/20/1851 d.7/9/1926) 

Sr. Rose Hawthorne is most known for having founded the Dominican Congregation of 

St. Rose of Lima, later renamed the Servants of Relief for Incurable Cancer. The 

daughter of author Nathaniel Hawthorne, she also had literary leanings, eventually 

publishing a book of poetry called Along the Shore. During this period of her life, 

Hawthorne befriended poet Emma Lazarus, who was afflicted with cancer. Hawthorne 

was deeply affected by her friend's illness, and after separating from an alcoholic 

husband, Hawthorne trained as a nurse to cancer victims, opening a refuge for cancer 

patients in New York.  

May 21 

Mitsuye Endo  

Mitsuye Endo was a plaintiff in the landmark lawsuit that ultimately led to the closing of 

the concentration camps and the return of Japanese Americans to the West Coast in 
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1945. Very little is known about the woman behind the case because she was a very 

private person–she granted only one interview during the course of her life. Even her 

own daughter only learned about her mother’s legacy when she was in her twenties. 

May 22 

Judy Chicago (b.7/20/1939) 

Judy Chicago, a feminist artist and writer, is best known as the creator of “The Dinner 

Party,” a mixed media piece of art with place-settings for 39 notable women, from 

ancient goddesses to Georgia O'Keefe. Amid controversy for the piece, which used 

essentialism images, she raised questions in mainstream society about gender roles. 

She began the Feminist Art Program at the California Institute of the Arts. She has also 

concentrated her art on issues ranging from childbirth to masculinity to the Holocaust.   

May 23 

Concha Ortizy Pino (b.5/23/1910 d.9/30/2006) 

Concha Ortizy Pino came from a family involved in New Mexican politics.  In 1936 she 

became the sixth generation of her family to serve in the New Mexico legislature. Her 

father, Jose Ortiz y Pino, spent 10 years in the state House of Representatives. In 1941, 

at age 30, she became Democratic majority whip, the first woman to hold such a 

position in state government. President Kennedy appointed her to the National Council 

of Upward Bound. Ortiz y Pino founded the state's first educational program dedicated 

to traditional crafts, the Colonial Hispanic Crafts School.  

May 24 

YWCA (Young Women’s Christian Association) 

The World Young Women's Christian Association (World YWCA) is a movement 

working for the empowerment, leadership and rights of women, young women and girls 

in more than 120 countries. The members and supporters include women from many 

different faiths, ages, backgrounds, beliefs and cultures. Their common goal is that "by 

2035, 100 million young women and girls will transform power structures to create 

justice, gender equality and a world without violence and war; leading a sustainable 

YWCA movement, inclusive of all women". The World office is currently based 

in Geneva, Switzerland. 

May 25 

Forugh Farrokhzad (b.1/5/1935 d.2/13/967) 

Forugh Farrokhzad is considered to be the first Iranian poet to write from a woman's 

perspective. She gained recognition for simple, fluid verses and subject matter. 

Farrokhzad rebelled against traditional social values and the traditional style of poetry 

by daring to express the hidden feelings and emotions of Iranian women. As she grew 

as a poet Farrokhzad began to try to understand society within her poetry, while still 

concentrating upon the sacredness of womanhood and the ugliness of social injustice 

that faced so many women. Sadly she died in a car accident at the age of 32, while at 

the height of her creative power.  
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May 26 

Mary Ellen Butcher (b.5/26/1935) 

Mary Ellen Butcher was born in Ottumwa, Iowa and received her B.A. degree from 

Rosary College, River Forest, Illinois, in 1958 and her Ph.D. from Catholic University in 

1969. Butcher was a trustee of Rosary College from 1977-1985 and served in that 

capacity of Providence College, Rhode Island, in 1990.She was on the Board of 

Directors of the Washington Area Community Investment Fund in 1988, a board 

member of the interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility in New York City in 1989, 

and is a member of the American Economic Association. 

May 27 

Rachel Carson (b.5/27/1907 d.4/14/1964) 

Rachel Carson was a marine biologist, who turned her attention to environmental issues 

in the early 1950s, especially some problems that she believed were caused by 

synthetic pesticides. The result was the book Silent Spring (1962), which brought 

environmental concerns to an unprecedented share of the American people. 

Although Silent Spring was met with fierce opposition by chemical companies, it spurred 

a reversal in national pesticide policy, which led to a nationwide ban on DDT and other 

pesticides. It also inspired a grassroots environmental movement that led to the creation 

of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Carson was posthumously awarded 

the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Jimmy Carter. 

May 28 

Julia Ward Howe (b.5/27/1819 d.10/17/1910) 

Julia Ward Howe was an American poet and author, best known for writing "The Battle 

Hymn of the Republic". She was also an advocate for abolitionism and was a social 

activist, particularly for women's suffrage. 

May 29 

Jehan Sadat (b.5/29/1933) 

Jehan Sadat, a human rights activist, is the widow of Anwar Sadat, and was First Lady 

of Egypt from 1970 until Sadat's assassination in 1981. Jehan played a key role in 

reforming Egypt's civil rights laws during the late 1970s. Often called “Jehan’s Laws” 

new statutes advanced by her granted women a variety of new rights, including those to 

alimony and custody of children in the event of divorce. 

May 30 

St. Joan of Arc (b.1421 d.5/30/1431) 

Joan of Arc, nicknamed "The Maid of Orléans", is considered a hero of France for her 

role during the Lancastrian phase of the Hundred Years' War. She fought to bring 

Charles VII back to the throne as King of France. During subsequent missions, she was 

captured by the Burgundians, British sympathizers, but on trial and accused of heresy. 

She was burned at the stake. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pesticide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silent_Spring
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DDT
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grassroots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Environmental_Protection_Agency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidential_Medal_of_Freedom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Carter


35 
 

May 31 

Elizabeth Blackwell (b.2/3/1821 d.5/31/1910) 

Elizabeth Blackwell was a British-born physician, notable as the first woman to receive a 

medical degree in the United States, as well as the first woman on the UK Medical 

Register. 

June 

June 1 

Helen Keller (b.6/27/1880 d.6/1/1968) 

Helen Adams Keller was an American author, political activist, and lecturer. She was 

the first deaf-blind person to earn a Bachelor of Arts degree. 

June 2 

Hanan Ashrawi (b.10/8/1946) 

Hanan Daoud Khalil Ashrawi is a Palestinian legislator, activist, and scholar. She was a 

protégée and later colleague and close friend of Edward Said. She is the first woman 

elected to the Palestinian National Council. She was active during the Intifada 

(Palestinian uprising against settlements on the West Bank) and participated in the 

peace negotiations. 

June 3 

Josephine Baker (b.6/3/06 d.4/12/1975) 

Josephine Baker was a French singer and entertainer. She was also an activist and 

French Resistance worker. During her early career she was renowned as a dancer, and 

was among the most celebrated performers to headline the lavish revues of the Folies 

Bergère in Paris. She was celebrated by artists and intellectuals of the era, who 

variously dubbed her the "Black Pearl", the "Bronze Venus", and the "Creole Goddess". 

After the war, she was awarded the Croix de Guerre by the French military, and was 

named a Chevalier of the Légion d'honneur by General Charles de Gaulle. 

June 4 

Marian Wright Edelman (b.6/6/1939) 

Marian Wright Edelman is an American activist for the rights of children. She has been 

an advocate for disadvantaged Americans for her entire professional life. She is 

president and founder of the Children's Defense Fund. CDF has become America's 

strongest voice for families and children. 

June 5 

Sappho (6th century B.C.) 

Sappho wrote lyric poetry and is best known for her poems about love and women. 

Most of Sappho's poetry is now lost, and what is extant has survived only in fragmentary 

form, except for one complete poem – the "Ode to Aphrodite". Sappho was a prolific 

poet, probably composing around 10,000 lines. Her poetry was well-known and greatly 

admired through much of antiquity, and she was among the canon of nine lyric 

poets most highly esteemed by scholars of Hellenistic Alexandria. Today, most of 
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Sappho's poetry is lost, but it is still considered extraordinary, and her works have 

continued to influence other writers up until the modern day.  

June 6 

Ann Manganaro 

Ann Manganaro was a Sister of Loretto who died 21 years ago. She was one of seven 

women who opened the St. Louis Catholic Worker back in 1977. The next year, living at 

the Worker, Ann started medical school. She did her residency in pediatrics, was 

diagnosed with breast cancer, and at five years cancer-free moved from the Catholic 

Worker to El Salvador to be the only doctor in Guarjila, Chalatenango. Six years later 

she her cancer had spread, leading to her death.  

June 7 

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn (b.8/7/1890 d.9/5/1964) 

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn was a labor leader, activist, and feminist who played a leading 

role in the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW). Flynn was a founding member of 

the American Civil Liberties Union and a visible proponent of women's rights, birth 

control, and women's suffrage. 

June 8 

Sr. Frances Margaret Taylor (b.1/30/1832 d.6/9/1900) 

Sr.Frances Margaret Taylor, founder of the Poor Servants of the Mother of God, first 

became involved in humanitarian work in 1854, when she joined Florence Nightingale's 

Lady Volunteer Nurses in the Crimean War. Taylor's experiences of the agony of war as 

well as her contact with the Sisters of Mercy led her to convert to Catholicism while still 

at the Front. After the war, Taylor dedicated her life to helping the poor in England. After 

failing to find a community of Sisters who shared her vision, Taylor decided to found her 

own organization, the Poor Servants of the Mother of God.  

June 9 

Anne O’Hara Graff (b.1951 d.1996) 

Anne O'Hara Graff, was a theology teacher and writer, taught at the University of 

Seattle and for eight years before that at the Institute for Pastoral Studies at Loyola 

University. She edited the book, In the Embrace of God. about feminist theology in the 

Catholic Church. 

June 10 

Equal Pay Act (Enacted in 1963) 

Over 50 years later, there is still a gap, with white women making 79% of what men 

make. Women of color make even less. 

June 11 

Jeanette Pickering Rankin (b.6/11/1880 d.5/18/1973) 

Jeannette Pickering Rankin became the first woman to hold national office in the United 

States when she was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1916 by the state 

of Montana as a member of the Republican Party.  
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June 12 

Ann Frank (b.6/12/1929 d.1945) 

Anne Frank is the author of Diary of a Young Girl in which she documents her life in 

hiding from 1942 to 1944, during the German occupation of the Netherlands in World 

War II. It is one of the world's most widely known books and has been the basis for 

several plays and films. Born a German national, Frank lost her citizenship in 1941 and 

thus became stateless. By May 1940, the Franks were trapped in Amsterdam by the 

German occupation of the Netherlands. As persecutions of the Jewish 

population increased in July 1942, the family went into hiding in some concealed 

rooms behind a bookcase in the building where Anne's father worked. From then until 

the family's arrest by the Gestapo in August 1944, Anne kept a diary she had received 

as a birthday present, and wrote in it regularly. Following their arrest, the Franks were 

transported to concentration camps. In October or November 1944, Anne and her 

sister, Margot, were transferred from Auschwitz to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, 

where they died (probably of typhus) a few months later. 

June 13 

Gloria Rolando (b.4/4/1953) 

Gloria Rolando was a native of Cuba, and her heritage has acted as a major influence 

to her work. A precocious student, Rolando received her pre-university diploma at the 

age of eighteen, majoring in Science and Literature, with a minor in Music. After 

attending the University of Havana, Rolando began working at the Cuban Institute of Art 

and Film Industry, where she has remained for two decades. In the span of her twenty-

year career, Rolando has written and directed numerous films and documentaries. 

Rolando’s work largely focuses on the cultural aspects of the Caribbean, as well as the 

African cultures present in Cuba. Rolando has developed the independent film group 

Imagines del Caribe. Her latest film concerns the 1912 massacre of the Independents of 

Color.   

June 14 

Alicia Partnoy (b.5/8/1905) 

Alicia Partnoy was an Argentinean student, who, joined the students from the left of the 

Peronist political party following Juan Peron's death. They were persecuted and 

imprisoned. There was a military coup in 1976 and people began to disappear. Partnoy 

was one of those who suffered through the ordeals of becoming a political prisoner. She 

became an activist of the Peronist Youth Movement while attending Southern National 

University. She was taken from her home and imprisoned at a concentration camp 

where she was tortured. She spent 2 and 1/2 years as a prisoner of conscience.  

June 15 

Evelyn Underhill (b.12/6/1875 d.6/15/1941) 

Evelyn Underhill was an English Anglo-Catholic writer and pacifist known for her 

numerous works on religion and spiritual practice, in particular Christian mysticism. 

Underhill favored a psychological approach to spirituality. She posited that (1) mysticism 
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is practical, not theoretical, (2) mysticism is an entirely spiritual activity, (3) the business 

and method of mysticism is love, and (4) mysticism entails a definite psychological 

experience. Her insistence on the psychological approach was that it was the 

glamorous science of the pre-war period, offering the potential key to the secrets of 

human advances in intelligence, creativity, and genius, and already psychological 

findings were being applied in theology. 

June 16 

Margaret Bondfield (b.3/17/1873 d.6/16/1953) 

Margaret Grace Bondfield CH PC was a British Labor politician, trades unionist and 

women's rights activist. She became the first female cabinet minister, and the first 

woman to be a privy counselor in the UK, when she was appointed Minister of Labor in 

the Labor. She had earlier become the first woman to chair the General Council of 

the Trades Union Congress  

June 17 

Marita Bonner (b.6/16/1899 d.6/16/1899) 

Marita Bonner, was an American writer, essayist, and playwright who is commonly 

associated with the Harlem Renaissance. Throughout her life, Bonner wrote many short 

stories, essays and plays, and was a frequent contributor to The Crisis (the magazine of 

the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) 

and Opportunity (official publication of the National Urban League) between 1925 and 

1940. After her parents' death, she wrote her first essay, "On Being Young–A Woman–

And Colored" (December 1925), which highlights the limits put on black Americans, 

especially black women.The speaker in this essay also addresses the residential 

segregation and social constraints she faced as a woman living in the "Black Ghetto," a 

community where black Americans were "shoved aside in a bundle because of color”.  

June 18 

Fay Bennett Watts (b.3/28/1905 d.12/13/2002) 

Fay Bennett held posts at the National Sharecroppers Fund from 1952 through 1974, 

directing attention to rural poverty. In the 1950s she helped form the National Council 

for Agricultural Life and Labor, an alliance of dozens of national organizations that 

sought to spotlight the difficulties facing migrant farm workers and to generate laws to 

protect them.  During the Kennedy and Johnson administrations, she served on the 

National Advisory Committee on Rural Areas Development for the Department of 

Agriculture. 

June 19 

Patria Jiménez (b.1957) 

Patria Jiménez is Mexican politician and head of Clóset de Sor Juana. Openly lesbian, 

she became the first gay member of Mexico's legislature in the country's history—the 

first in any legislature in Latin America. 
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June 20 

Nedā Āghā-Soltān 

Nedā Āghā-Soltān’s death drew worldwide attention after she was shot dead during 

the 2009 Iranian election protests. Āghā-Soltān, a student of philosophy, was 

participating in the protests (though not politically influenced, but rather supporting the 

supporters of Mousavi), accompanied by her music teacher and was walking back to 

her car when she was fatally shot in the chest.  

June 21 

Miriam 

Miriam, according to the Hebrew Bible , was the daughter of Amram and Yocheved, and 

the sister of Moses and Aaron. She was a prophet and first appears in Exodus. The 

Torah refers to her as “Miriam the Prophetess” and the Talmud names her as one of the 

seven major female prophets of Israel. Scripture describes her alongside of Moses and 

Aaron as delivering the Jews from exile in Egypt: “For I brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, 

Aaron, and Miriam”. According to the Midrash, just as Moses led the men out of Egypt 

and taught them Torah, so too Miriam led the women and taught them Torah. 

June 22 

Dorothy Vaughn, Katherine Johnson, Mary Jackson 

Previously unrecognized black women mathematicians  (human computers) who 

worked at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) during the Space 

Race. 

June 23 

Title IX 

Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972 is a federal law that states: "No 

person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, 

be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education 

program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance." 

June 24 

Zora Neale Hurston (b.1/7/1891 d.1/28/1960) 

Zora Neale Hurston was an black novelist, short story writer, folklorist, 

and anthropologist known for her contributions to African-American literature, her 

portrayal of racial struggles in the American South, and works documenting her 

research on Haitian voodoo. Of Hurston's four novels and more than 50 published short 

stories, plays, and essays, she is best known for her 1937 novel Their Eyes Were 

Watching God. 

June 25 

Women in Black: A world-wide network of women committed to peace with justice and 

actively opposed to injustice, war, militarism and other forms of violence.  
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June 26 

Pearl S. Buck (b.6/26/1892 d.3/6/1973) 

Pearl S. Buck was an American writer and novelist. As the daughter of missionaries, 

Buck spent most of her life before 1934 in Zhenjiang, China. Her novel The Good Earth 

was the best-selling fiction book in the United States in 1931 and 1932 and won the 

Pulitzer Prize in 1932. In 1938, she was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature "for her 

rich and truly epic descriptions of peasant life in China and for her biographical 

masterpieces". She was the first American woman to win the Nobel Prize for Literature. 

June 27 

Jovita Idár (b.9/7/1885 d.6/15/1946)  

Jovita Idár was an American journalist, political activist and civil rights worker, born in 

Laredo, Texas in 1885. Idár strove to advance the civil rights of Mexican-Americans. 

June 28 

Sr. Mary Tuite (b.4/5/1905 d.1986) 

Sister Marjorie Tuite, O.P. was a New York City-born and reared Dominican Sister, a 

progressive activist on issues related to the Church and the larger world, such as 

racism, poverty, war and the ordination of women. 

June 29 

Shamita Dasgupta (b.1949)  

Shamita Dasgupta is an Asian Indian scholar, activist, wife and mother. A social activist 

since early 1970s, she co-founded Manavi in 1985. She has written extensively in the 

areas of ethnicity, gender, immigration, and violence against women. Her books include: 

A Patchwork Shawl: Chronicles of South Asian Women in America, Body Evidence: 

Intimate Violence against South Asian Women in America, Globalization and 

Transnational Surrogacy in India: Outsourcing Life and Mothers for Sale: Women in 

Kolkata’s Sex Trade. (With a mission to end all forms of violence against women, 

Manavi began as an awareness campaign on issues concerning South Asian women; 

today it continues to centralize women’s needs and interests in all its organizational 

decisions and service provisions.) 

June 30 

Lena Horne (b.6/30/1917 d.5/9/2010) 

Lena Mary Calhoun Horne was an American jazz and pop music singer, dancer, 

actress, and civil rights activist. Horne's career spanned over 70 years appearing in film, 

television, and theater. Horne joined the chorus of the Cotton Club at the age of 16 and 

became a nightclub performer before moving to Hollywood, where she had small parts 

in numerous movies, and more substantial parts in the 1943 films “Cabin in the Sky” 

and “Stormy Weather”. Because of the Red Scare and her political activism, Horne 

found herself blacklisted and unable to get work in Hollywood. 

Returning to her roots as a nightclub performer, Horne took part in the March on 

Washington in August 1963 and continued to work as a performer, both in nightclubs 
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and on television while releasing well-received record albums. She announced her 

retirement in March 1980, but the next year starred in a one-woman show, Lena Horne: 

The Lady and Her Music, which ran for more than three hundred performances on 

Broadway. She then toured the country in the show, earning numerous awards and 

accolades. Horne continued recording and performing sporadically into the 1990s, 

disappearing from the public eye in 2000. 

July 

July 1 

Harriet Beecher Stowe (b.6/14/1811 d.7/1/1896) 

Harriet Beecher Stowe was an American abolitionist and author.. She is best known for 

her novel Uncle Tom's Cabin, which depicts the harsh life for African Americans under 

slavery. The book reached millions as a novel and play, and became influential in the 

United States and Great Britain, energizing anti-slavery forces in the American North, 

while provoking widespread anger in the South. Stowe wrote 30 books, including 

novels, three travel memoirs, and collections of articles and letters. She was influential 

for both her writings and her public stances on social issues of the day. Stowe also 

campaigned for the expansion of married women's rights, arguing in 1869 that 

The position of a married woman ... is, in many respects, precisely similar to that of the 

Negro slave. She can make no contract and hold no property; whatever she inherits or 

earns becomes at that moment the property of her husband.... Though he acquired a 

fortune through her, or though she earned a fortune through her talents, he is the sole 

master of it, and she cannot draw a penny....In the English common law a married 

woman is nothing at all. She passes out of legal existence. 

July 2 

Christine Hakim (b.12/25/1956)  

Herlina Christine Hakim, also known as Christine Hakim, is an Indonesian actress, film 

producer, and activist. 

July 3 

Angela Eunjin Oh (b.5/8/1905) 

Angela Eunjin Oh, a trial attorney, has been recognized by several organizations as an 

outstanding spokeswoman for racial issues. As a lecturer and writer on subjects 

regarding racial diversity in American culture, Ms. Oh has established herself as a 

strong voice in advocating racial harmony. After spending eleven years as a partner at a 

Los Angeles law firm, Ms. Oh was appointed by President Clinton to the President’s 

Initiative on Race. She also served as a commissioner on the Los Angeles City Human 

Relations Commission. Today, Ms. Oh remains active in such organizations as the 

Advisory Councils for Washington Mutual Bank and the Korean Youth and Community 

Center. 

July 4 

Women Heroes of the American Revolution  
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Even though society did not permit women to participate as combatants in the 

Revolutionary War, women did great things by sacrificing for their country in many 

different ways. Women supported the effort by working farms, dealing with  the frontier 

environment. These Patriots endured hardships only they could understand Many times 

women uprooted their families to follow their husbands, enduring, the day in and day out 

hardships of survival. 

July 5 

Anna Arnold Hedgeman (b.6/5/1889 d.1/17/1990) 

 Anna Arnold Hedgeman was an black civil rights leader, politician, educator, and writer. 

After being the executive director of Harry Truman's 1948 presidential campaign, 

Hedgeman was rewarded with a federal appointment in the Health, Education, and 

Welfare Department in the new president's administration. She was also appointed to 

the cabinet of New York City Mayor Robert F. Wagner, Jr. Hedgeman was a major 

advocate for both minorities and the poor in New York City. 

July 6 

St. Maria Goretti (b.10/16/1890 d.7/6/1902) 

St. Maria Goretti was the daughter of sharecroppers, who lived town of Ferriere. 

Desperately seeking to support his family, Luigi Goretti arranged with Signor Serenelli, 

to have their families share a home. Luigi Goretti soon thereafter died of malaria leaving 

his family to live with the Serenellis. Alessando Serenelli, the son, propositioned Maria 

on several occasions and sexually harassed her.  On July 5, 1902, he would be denied 

no longer. As she once again rebuffed his sexual advance, Alessandro stabbed Maria 

14 times.  

July 7 

Luisa Moreno (b.8/30/1907 d.11/4/1992)  

Luisa Moreno was born in Guatemala to an upper middle class family. She studied at 

the College of the Holy Name in Oakland, California. In the 1930s she began organizing 

Hispanic garment workers in Spanish Harlem and cigar workers in Florida. Later she 

traveled throughout the Southwest serving as an editor of a CIO newspaper and 

organizing agricultural workers. By the end of the 1930s, Moreno concentrated her work 

on Hispanic-American civil rights, founding the Congress of Spanish-speaking people in 

1938. The first conference was to take place that year in Albuquerque, but the House 

Un-American Activities Committee accused the group of being Communist 

sympathizers. The meeting was postponed and later held in Los Angeles. At one time, 

the Congress had membership of about 70,000. Later Moreno went to Cuba where she 

took part in the early days of the Revolution, before returning to Mexico. After suffering 

from illness, her brother brought her to her native home, Guatemala, where she died in 

1992. 

July 8 

Eunice Kennedy Schriver (b.8/10/1921 d.9/11/2009) 

In 1962, she founded Camp Shriver, which started on her Maryland farm known as 
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Timberlawn, and evolved into Special Olympics in 1968. After graduating from Stanford 

University with a Bachelor of Science degree in sociology, she worked for the Special 

War Problems Division of the U.S. State Department. She eventually moved to the U.S. 

Justice Department as executive secretary for a project dealing with juvenile 

delinquency. She served as a social worker at the Federal Industrial Institution for 

Women for one year before moving to Chicago in 1951 to work with the House of the 

Good Shepherd women's shelter and the Chicago Juvenile Court. 

In 1969, Shriver moved to France and pursued her interest in intellectual disability there. 

She started organizing small activities with Paris organizations. She reached out to 

families of children who had special needs to provide activities for them, laying the 

foundation for a robust international expansion of the Special Olympics in the late ’70s 

and ’80s. 

July 9 

Alice Paul (b.1/11/1885 d.7/9/1977)  

Alice Paul was the architect of some of the most outstanding political achievements on 

behalf of women in the 20th century, she dedicated her life to the single cause of 

securing equal rights for all women. Alice Paul was an American suffragist, feminist, and 

women's rights activist, and one of the main leaders and strategists of the 1910s 

campaign for the Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which prohibits sex 

discrimination in the right to vote. Along with Lucy Burns and others, Paul strategized 

events, such as the Woman Suffrage Procession and the Silent Sentinels, which were 

part of the successful campaign that resulted in its passage in 1920. 

July 10 

First Meeting of National Women's Political Caucus (1971)   

The National Women's Political Caucus (NWPC) describes itself as a national multi-

partisan grassroots organization in the United States dedicated to recruiting, training, 

and supporting women who seek elected and appointed offices. 

The U.S. ranks #69 among countries with the highest percentage of women in 

government. Countries that have a higher percentage of women include countries such 

as Tajikistan, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Uganda. 

July 11 

“Lady Bird Johnson” (b.12/22/1912 d.7/11/2007) 

Claudia Alta "Lady Bird" Johnson was First Lady of the United States, as the wife of the 

36th President, Lyndon B. Johnson. Notably well-educated for a woman of her era, she 

proved a capable manager and a shrewd investor. Lady Bird Johnson was a lifelong 

advocate for beautifying the nation's cities and highways ("Where flowers bloom, so 

does hope"). The Highway Beautification Act was informally known as Lady Bird's Bill. 

She received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Carter and the 

Congressional Gold Medal, the highest U.S. civilian honors. 
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July 12 

Mary Eliza Mahoney (b.5/7/1845 d.1/4/1926)  

Mary Eliza Mahoney was the first black woman to study and work as a professionally 

trained nurse in the United States, graduating in 1879.  She also challenged 

discrimination in nursing. In 1908, Mahoney co-founded the National Association of 

Colored Graduate Nurses (NACGN) with Adah B. Thoms. This organization attempted 

to uplift the standards and everyday lives of black registered nurses. The NACGN had a 

significant influence on eliminating racial discrimination in the registered nursing 

profession. In 1951, the NACGN merged with the American Nurses Association. 

Mahoney has received many honors and awards for her pioneering work. She was 

inducted into the American Nurses Association Hall of Fame in 1976 and to the National 

Women's Hall of Fame in 1993. 

July 13 

Frida Kahlo (b.7/6/1907 d.7/14/1954) 

Frida Kahlo de Rivera was a Mexican painter, who mostly painted self-portraits. Inspired 

by Mexican popular culture, she employed a naïve folk art style to explore questions of 

identity, post colonialism, gender, class, and race in Mexican society. 

July 14 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha (b.1656 d.4/17/1680) 

Kateri Tekakwitha was born in Osserneon, New York, the daughter of a Christian 

Algonquin woman captured by the Iroquois and married to a non-Christian Mohawk 

chief. During a smallpox epidemic, both her parents died and she herself was left with a 

scarred face and poor eyesight. The Jesuit missionary Jacques de Lamberville 

converted and baptized her in 1676. Because of her faith, as well as her physical 

disfigurement, she was abused and shunned by relatives. She escaped this life by 

fleeing through 200 miles of wilderness to the Christian Native American village of 

Sault-Sainte-Marie. She devoted herself to prayer and austerities and in 1679 took a 

vow of chastity. She died the following year.  

July 15 

Violette Neatley Anderson (b.7/16/1882 d.1937)  

Violete Neatley Anderson, set up a private law practice and became the first black 

woman to practice law in the United States Eastern Court Division. She was the first 

female city prosecutor in Chicago. After practicing in Chicago for five years, on, Violette 

became the first black woman lawyer admitted to the United States Supreme Court Bar 

on January 29, 1926,. Violette was  active in politics and played a critical role in passing 

the Bankhead-Jones Act, which donated public lands to many states and territories as 

designated spaces for agriculture and mechanic arts.    

July 16 

Our Lady of Carmel    

Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel is annually celebrated in Chile on July 16. She is 
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the patron saint of the Carmelites, a religious order that works to emulate Mary in their 

religious practices of austerity and contemplation. 

July 17 

Hannah Szenes (b.7/17/1919 d.10/7/1944)  

Hannah Szenes was a Special Operations Executive (SOE) paratrooper. She was one 

of 37 Jewish parachutists of Mandate Palestine parachuted by the British Army into 

Yugoslavia during the Second World War to assist in the rescue of Hungarian Jews 

about to be deported to the German death camp at Auschwitz. Szenes was arrested at 

the Hungarian border, then imprisoned and tortured, but refused to reveal details of her 

mission. She was eventually tried and executed by firing squad. She is regarded as a 

national hero in Israel, where her poetry is widely known and the headquarters of the 

Zionnist youth movements Israel Hatzeira, a kibbutz and several streets are named 

after her. 

July 18 

Morenci-Clifton Picket Line  

The Arizona copper mine strike of 1983 began as a bargaining dispute between the 

Phelps Dodge Corporation and a group of union copper miners and mill workers, led by 

the United Steelworkers. The subsequent strike lasted nearly three years, and resulted 

in replacement of most of the striking workers and decertification of the unions. It is 

regarded as an important event in the history of the United States labor movement. 

July 19 

Mary Ann Ball (b.7/18/1817 d.11/1/1901) 

Mary Ann Ball was born in Ohio where she attended Oberlin College and later studied 

nursing. In 1847 she married widower Robert Bickerdyke, who died in 1859. Thereafter 

she supported herself through the practice of what was called “botanic” medicine. 

During the early days of the Civil War she volunteered to care for and distribute supplies 

to the wounded men. She was appalled by the unsanitary conditions of field hospitals 

and set about cleaning, organizing, and improving them. She insisted on better help for 

the wounded, at times having incompetent physicians and officers dismissed. When 

patients were not brought in, Mary Ann sometimes ventured into battlefields to search 

for the wounded. Her work attracted the attention of both Grant and Sherman who 

appreciated and supported her work. After the war, she spent the rest of her life working 

for the homeless, the friendless, and especially for veterans. 

July 20 

Eulalia Arrila de Perez (b.1773 d.1878)  

Eulalia Arrila de Perez managed an early mission in the northern frontier of Mexico, 

called Mission San Gabriel. She directed the amount of supplies coming in and out of 

the mission and ran the main kitchen. She also directed the women who worked at the 

mission making such goods as wine, olive oil, and assisting them in carding wool, 

spinning, weaving, sewing, and threshing wheat. Eulalia was respected for her ability as 

a healer and midwife, in addition to helping the mission to run smoothly and efficiently. 
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As she grew older, she was given a home and two small ranchos in appreciation for her 

hard work in helping San Gabriel run smoothly and productively. 

July 21 

Hortense Sparks Ward (b.7/21/1872 d.12/5/1955)  

Hortense Sparks grew up in Texas and attended a convent school as a young girl. She 

went on to become a teacher and then, after moving to another town with her new 

husband, a court reporter. After their divorce she remarried to William Henry Ward, an 

attorney. She was the first woman admitted to the Texas state bar and she began to 

practice law with her husband. She also became well known for the pamphlets and 

newspaper articles she wrote advocating women’s rights and suffrage. In 1918 she led 

a successful campaign to allow women the right to vote in the Texas primaries. Later 

that year she became the first woman in her county to register to vote. Ward also 

worked for social reform, helping to push forth the Married Woman’s Property Act, 

working toward a 54 hour work week for women, and creating a Women’s Division in 

the Department of Labor.    

July 22 

St. Mary of Magdala (1st century A.D.) 

Mary of Magdala is most prominent in the narrative of the crucifixion of Jesus, at which 

she was present, and the witness of the empty tomb, which is central to narratives of 

Jesus' resurrection. She was also present two days later, immediately following the 

Sabbath, when, according to all four canonical Gospels. She was, either alone or as a 

member of a group of women, the first to testify to the resurrection of Jesus specifically 

name her as the first person to see Jesus after his resurrection. Mary of Magdala is 

known as the Apostle to the Apostles as she was “sent” by Jesus to proclaim the Good 

News of the resurrection. 

July 23 

Nancy Mairs (b.7/23/1943 d.12/31/2016)  

Nancy Pedrick Mairs was an author who wrote about diverse topics, including 

spirituality, women's issues and her experiences living with multiple sclerosis. She was 

diagnosed with MS when she was 28, and wrote several essays on her experiences as 

a self-described "cripple", including "On Being a Cripple," and the memoir Waist High in 

the World.  

July 24 

Amelia Earhart (b.7/24/1897) 

Amelia Earhart was an American aviation pioneer and author. Earhart was the first 

female aviator to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean. She received the U.S. 

Distinguished Flying Cross for this accomplishment. She set many other records, wrote 

best-selling books about her flying experiences and was instrumental in the formation of 

The Ninety-Nines, an organization for female pilots. In 1935, Earhart became a visiting 

faculty member at Purdue University as an advisor to aeronautical engineering and a 

career counselor to women students. She was also a member of the National Woman's 
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Party and an early supporter of the Equal Rights Amendment. During an attempt to 

circumnavigate the globe in 1937 in a Purdue-funded Lockheed Model 10 Electra, 

Earhart disappeared over the central Pacific Ocean near Howland Island. Fascination 

with her life, career and disappearance continues to this day. 

July 25 

Mev Puleo (b.1963 d.1996) 

Mev Puleo was an American photojournalist and social change activist who confronted 

injustice, poverty, and violence. From witnessing homelessness in the United States to 

struggles for social change in Haiti, El Salvador, and Brazil, Puleo used photography 

and interviews to be a bridge between poverty and affluence, the developed and 

developing countries. Puleo’s familiarity with suffering, however, was dramatically 

intensified when she was diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor at the age of thirty-

one. She died twenty-one months later. 

July 26 

St. Anne (1st century B.C.) 

Saint Anne (also known as Ann or Anna) a descendent of King David, was the mother 

of Mary of Nazareth and grandmother of Jesus according to apocryphal Christian and 

Islamic tradition. Mary's mother is not named in the canonical gospels, nor in the 

Qur'an. Anne's name and that of her husband Joachim come only from New Testament 

Apocrypha, of which the Gospel of James (written perhaps around 150) seems to be the 

earliest that mentions them. 

July 27 

Linda Richards (b.7/27/1841 d.4/16/1930)  

Linda Richards was the first professionally trained American nurse. She established 

nursing training programs in the United States and Japan, and created the first system 

for keeping individual medical records for hospitalized patients. 

July 28 

Sr. Mary Luke Tobin (b.5/16/1908 d.8/24/2006)  

Sr. Mary Luke Tobin attended public schools in Denver and then managed a dance 

studio while attending Loretto Heights College. She eventually became the Superior 

General of the Sisters of Loretto and then the president of the congregation from 1958-

1970. She then went to Rome as one of only 15 women auditors invited to attend the 

Second Vatican Council, and the only American woman of the three women religious 

permitted to participate on the Council's planning commissions. She focused her 

ministry in Denver but also traveled the world on peace missions. Sister Mary Luke 

Tobin was also a political activist. She supported women’s ordination to the priesthood 

and helped the United Farm Workers take on the Blue Diamond Coal Company. She 

also demonstrated her opposition of nuclear proliferation by taking part in nonviolent 

actions at Rocky Flats Nuclear Weapons Plant. Mary Luke Tobin was a founding board 

member of Mary’s Pence.   
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July 29 

Martha of Bethany (1st century A.D.) 

Martha of Bethany was one of the trinity of good friends of Jesus, along with her sister, 

Mary, and her brother, Lazarus. The three had a house in Bethany where Jesus often 

went for respite from his ministry. From the stories in the Gospels, we learn that Martha 

was the busy one preparing supper in the kitchen while her sister Mary was the more 

contemplative one sitting at the feet of Jesus. Martha felt confident enough to complain 

to Jesus about it. Another time, when Lazarus had died, Jesus chose not to come when 

summoned but arrived after Lazarus had been in the grave three days. In this case both 

sisters complained to Jesus, “If you had been here, Lazarus would not have died,” an 

indication of the closeness of their friendship. 

July 30 

Antonia Hernandez (5/1/1905)   

Antonia Hernandez , as former President and General Counsel of the Mexican 

American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF), has been a spokeswoman 

for thirty five million Latin Americans in the United States. Antonia Hernandez is 

nationally regarded for a career spanning four decades in social justice, expertise in 

philanthropy and the non-profit sector, and a lifelong devotion to underserved 

communities in Los Angeles county and beyond.   

July 31 

Azar Nafisi (b.12/1/1955)   

Azar Nafisi lost her job teaching English at Tehran University in Iran because she 

refused to wear a veil. So she began a book club for her former women students. They 

would meet at her house, remove their veils, and read works of Western authors, using 

the books as a means to discuss the political, social and economic boundaries of their 

country.  She is the author of Reading Lolita in Tehran, a memoir based upon these 

experiences. She now lives in Washington D.C. and presents the voice of an educated 

woman who lived in Iran under their totalitarian regime. She also tours using books to 

discuss and help develop democracy and recognition of human rights in the Muslim 

world, with the Dialogue Project.   

August 

August 1 

Henrietta Lacks (b.8/1/1920 d.10/4/1951)  

Henrietta Lacks was a black woman whose cancer cells were the source of the HeLa 

cell line, the first immortalized cell line and one of the most important cell lines in 

medical research. An immortalized cell line will reproduce indefinitely under specific 

conditions, and the HeLa cell line continues to be a source of invaluable medical data to 

the present day. 

Henrietta grew up in rural Virginia. After giving birth to two of their children, she married 

her cousin David "Day" Lacks. In 1941 the young family moved to Turner Station in 
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Baltimore County, Maryland so Day could work in Bethlehem Steel at Sparrows Point. 

After Henrietta had given birth to their fifth child she was diagnosed with cancer. Tissue 

samples from her tumors were taken without consent during treatment and these 

samples were then subsequently cultured into the HeLa cell line. 

Even though some information about the origins of HeLa's immortalized cell lines was 

known to researchers after 1970, the Lacks family was not made aware of the line's 

existence until 1975. With knowledge of the cell line's genetic provenance becoming 

public, its use for medical research and for commercial purposes continues to raise 

concerns about privacy and patients' rights. 

August 2 

Jewell Jackson McCabe (b.8/2/1945) 

Jewell Jackson McCabe is an American feminist, business executive, and social and 

political activist. She was a leader of, and spokesperson for, the National Coalition of 

100 Black Women's movement in the early 1970s in New York City and throughout the 

United States in the early 1980s into the 1990s. In 1993 she became the first woman in 

84 years to be in serious contention for the presidency of the civil rights organizations 

NAACP. The New York Times reported that "The coalition of black feminists led by 

Angela Davis and Jewell Jackson McCabe emphasized one of the many dangers 

inherent in this Million Man March [banning women]. They labeled the march's message 

that it is "time for men to step forward and women to step back" as an insult to 400 

years of burden-sharing by black men and women." 

August 3 

Flannery O'Connor (b.3/25/1925 d.8/3/1964)  

Flannery O’Connor was born in Savannah, Georgia but moved to her mother’s family 

estate after her father died when she was 15. She attended college in Georgia but 

moved north to become a writer. Several of her short stories and a novel were soon 

published. At the age of 26 she was diagnosed with lupus, a slowly progressing 

degenerative disease. She returned home where she was cared for by her mother until 

she died at the age of 39. During her illness she wrote daily and produced some of her 

best known short stories and a novel Wise Blood. Her correspondence reveals a devout 

Catholic intellect. At root, she saw being Catholic as about action, not intellect. She 

writes, “You will have found Christ when you are concerned with other people’s 

sufferings and not your own.” 

August 4 

Isabel Allende (b.8/2/1942)   

Isabel Allende was born in Peru and raised in Chile, Bolivia, Europe, and the Middle 

East, Allende’s childhood was flavored with the cultures of numerous places. The 

daughter of a diplomat, Allende became accustomed to constant traveling and attended 

numerous American schools overseas. After completing her secondary education in 

Chile, Allende worked with the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization in 

Santiago, and later in Belgium. Allende worked as a journalist in Chile until a military 
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coup led her to flee to Venezuela, where she discovered her grandfather was close to 

death. Upon hearing the news, Allende began writing a long letter reassuring him that 

he would always live on through her memories. This work eventually grew into Allende’s 

internationally acclaimed novel The House of the Spirits, which went on to be produced 

as a motion picture in 1993. Since the success of her first novel, Allende has moved to 

San Rafael, California, where she obtained United States citizenship in 2003. 

August 5 

St. Mary McKilop (b.1/15/1842 d.8/8/1909)  

Mary Helen MacKillop RSJ, Was born in Melbourne, Australian, but was best known for 

her activities in South Australia. Together with the Reverend Julian Tenison Woods, she 

founded the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart (the Josephites), a congregation 

of religious sisters that established a number of schools and welfare institutions 

throughout Australasia, with an emphasis on education for the rural poor. 

August 6 

Susie King Taylor (b.8/6/1848 d.10/6/1912) 

Susie King Taylor was the first Black Army nurse. She tended to a Black army troop, the 

1st South Carolina Volunteers (Union), later re-designated the 33rd United States 

Colored Infantry Regiment, Taylor  

As the author of Reminiscences of My Life in Camp with the 33d United States Colored 

Troops, Late 1st S.C. Volunteers, she was the only Black woman to publish a memoir of 

her wartime experiences. She was also the first Black to teach openly in a school for 

former slaves in Georgia. At this school in Savannah, Georgia, she taught children 

during the day and adults at night. 

August 7 

Lydia Vila-Komaroff (b.8/7/1947)  

Lydia Villa-Komaroff is a molecular and cellular biologist who has been an academic 

laboratory scientist, a university administrator, and a business woman. She was the 

third Mexican American woman in the United States to receive a doctorate degree in the 

sciences (1975) and is a co-founding member of The Society for the Advancement of 

Chicanos/Hispanics and Native Americans in Science (SACNAS). Her most notable 

discovery was in 1978 during her post-doctoral research, when she was part of a team 

that discovered how bacterial cells could be used to generate insulin. 

August 8 

Maureen Gallagher    

Maureen Gallagher is the founder of Mary's Pence (1987) .She got the idea at a prayer 

meeting in the Chicago home of Patricia Crowley, where the extraordinary contributions 

of Catholic women doing the work of the church among the forgotten poor of the 

Americas were being discussed. Two women who were present shared frustration 

about not getting a grant they requested from the diocese to fund their active and 

successful prison ministry, while a priest had received a substantial amount to start a 
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new program for men. Judge Sheila Murphy stated, “What we need is a Mary’s Pence,” 

a play on Peter’s Pence, the Pope’s annual church collection. 

August 9 

St. Edith Stein (b.10/12/1891 d.8/9/1942)  

Edith Stein, also known as St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, OCD, was a German 

Jewish philosopher who converted to Catholicism and became a Discalced Carmelite 

nun. She is canonized as a martyr and saint of the Catholic Church.  She died in 

Auschwitz. 

August 10 

Geraldine Ferraro (b.8/26/1935 d.3/36/2011) 

Geraldine Anne "Gerry" Ferraro) was an attorney, a Democratic Party politician, and a 

member of the United States House of Representatives. In 1984, she was the first 

female vice presidential candidate representing a major American political party. 

Ferraro grew up in New York City and worked as a public school teacher before training 

as a lawyer. She joined the Queens County District Attorney's Office in 1974, heading 

the new Special Victims Bureau that dealt with sex crimes, child abuse, and domestic 

violence. In 1978 she was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where she 

rose rapidly in the party hierarchy while focusing on legislation to bring equity for women 

in the areas of wages, pensions, and retirement plans. 

In 1984, former vice president and presidential candidate Walter Mondale, seen as an 

underdog, selected Ferraro to be his running mate in the upcoming election. Ferraro 

became the only Italian American to be a major-party national nominee in addition to 

being the first woman. 

August 11 

St. Clare (b.7/16/1194 d.8/11/1253)  

St. Clare of Assisi is one of the first followers of Saint Francis of Assisi. She founded the 

Order of Poor Ladies, a monastic religious order for women in the Franciscan tradition, 

and wrote their Rule of Life, the first set of monastic guidelines known to have been 

written by a woman. Following her death, the order she founded was renamed in her 

honor as the Order of Saint Clare, commonly referred to today as the Poor Clares.  

August 12 

Dr. Alexa Canady (b.11/7/1950)   

Dr. Alexa Canady was the first female black neurosurgeon. She is now retired from 

being the chief of neurosurgery at the Children's Hospital of Michigan in Detroit. In 

addition to contributing time and research to medical areas from pediatric neurosurgery 

to spinal cord tumors she has assisted in the development of neurosurgery equipment. 

She also devotes time to changing the perception of black patients and practitioners 

and the presumptions associated with both, due to a lack of research. 
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August 13 

Sr. Maude Dominica Mary Petre (b.8/4/1863 d.12/16/1942) 

Maude Dominica Mary Petre was an English Roman Catholic nun, writer and critic 

involved in the Modernist controversy. Catholicism and Independence: Being Studies in 

Spiritual Liberty by Petre lead to her being refused the sacraments. Her writings were 

put on the index of forbidden books by the Vatican. She was highly critical of the anti-

modernist movement prevalent in the Catholic Church at the time. 

August 14  

Sr. Irene Fitzgibbon (b.5/12/1823 d.8/14/1896) 

Sister Irene Fitzgibbon was born Catherine FitzGibbon in London, and died in New York 

City. She founded the New York Foundling Hospital in 1869. Sister Irene and Sister 

Teresa Vincent McCrystal opened the foundling asylum with a cradle at its door. The 

Sisters started with five dollars to their name. They ate their first meal on the floor using 

old newspapers for a table cloth. 

Placing a white cradle in the foyer of the Home, while leaving the front door unlocked, 

word was sent out that a desperate mother could enter the Home and leave her child in 

the cradle with no questions asked. All the Sisters asked was that when leaving, the 

mother ring the bell by the front door so that the Sisters would know that there was a 

new little one to be gathered up and brought upstairs with the other babies. On the 

evening of the same day it received its first infant, and forty-four others followed before 

the end of the month. Within a year a larger house (Washington Square, North) had to 

be purchased. The New York World wrote: ""The infants were not merely abject 

numbers to her, but precious individuals who deserved complete dignity and loving 

care." 

August 15 

Edna Ferber (b.8/15/1885 d.4/16/1968) 

Edna Ferber was an American novelist, short story writer and playwright. Her novels 

were especially popular and included the Pulitzer Prize-winning So Big, Show Boat, 

Cimarron, and Giant. 

August 16 

Marilyn Waring (b.10/7/1952) 

Marilyn Joy Waring, is a New Zealand feminist, a politician, an activist for women's 

rights and environmental issues, a development consultant and United Nations expert, 

an author and an academic, known as a principal founder of the discipline of feminist 

economics. 

August 17 

Raissa Maritan (b.12/12/1883 d.11/4/1960) 

Raissa Maritain was born into a modest but pious Jewish family in Russia. When she 

was just two, her father moved the family to Ukraine. As a child she was deeply 
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influenced by the Jewish religion and especially by her grandfather who promoted his 

faith in a loving and joyous manner. When she was ten, the family moved again to 

France in order to avoid religious persecution. The exile, however, resulted in a loss of 

faith. Maritain studied at the Sorbonne, where she met another young philosopher, 

Jacques Maritain, whom she married in 1904. Distressed by their professors’ inability to 

find truth, the couple eventually converted to Roman Catholicism in 1906. 

August 18 

Sojourner Truth (b.1797 d.11/26/1883) 

Sojourner Truth born Isabella ("Bell") Baumfree, was an African-American abolitionist 

and women’s' rights activist. Truth was born into slavery in Swartekill, Ulster County, 

New York, but escaped with her infant daughter to freedom in 1826. After going to court 

to recover her son, in 1828 she became the first black woman to win such a case 

against a white man. She gave herself the name Sojourner Truth in 1843 after she 

became convinced that God has called her to leave the city and go into the countryside 

"testifying the hope that was in her". Her best-known speech was delivered 

extemporaneously, in 1851, at the Ohio Women's Rights Convention in Akron, Ohio. 

The speech became widely known during the Civil Was by the title "Ain't I a Woman?" 

August 19 

Simone Weil (b.2/3/1909 d.8/24/1943) 

Simone Weil was a French philosopher, mystic, and political activist. Simone was a 

teacher, and labor activist. She worked in factories in order to become more familiar 

with the lives of common people. She became more religious and inclined towards 

mysticism as her life progressed. Weil wrote throughout her life, though most of her 

writings did not attract much attention until after her death. In the 1950s and 1960s, her 

work became famous in continental Europe and throughout the English-speaking world. 

Simone Weil’s works include: Gravity and Grace, Waiting on God and The Need for 

Roots.  

August 20 

Carolee Schneemann (b.10/12/1939)  

Carolee Schneemann is an American visual artist, known for her discourses on the 

body, sexuality and gender. She received a B.A. from Bard College and a Master of 

Fine Arts from the University of Illinois 

August 21 

Alice Garg (b.1942) 

Alice Garg was born into a wealthy family in India, she has made a mission of working 

to eradicate the caste system and gender discrimination. She has set up an orphanage 

and is a prominent figure in her community as a crusader against the abortion of female 

fetuses and the practice of sati, in which women burn themselves alive on their 

husband's funeral pyres. She helps women who are victims of or affected by rape, 

sexual and physical exploitation, violence, discrimination, lack of dowries and divorce. 
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Alice founded the Bal Rashmi Society. The Society was concerned with "Relief, Welfare 

and Development of children, women and family at large who are poor, neglected, 

deprived and downtrodden and living in difficult circumstances and community 

development". The society presently houses 183 destitute and underprivileged children 

from oppressed castes and has over 1640 children enrolled in its schools. The society 

has a presence in over 138 villages. It runs a large number of government programs in 

the slums of Jaipur and other villages, funded by both the Government of Rajasthan and 

the Government of India. 

August 22 

Willa Beatrice Player (b.8/9/1909 d.8/29/2003) 

Willa Beatrice Player (August 9, 1909 – August 29, 2003) was an black educator, 

college administrator, college president, civil rights activist, and federal appointee. 

Player was the first Black woman to become president of a four-year fully accredited 

liberal arts college when she took the position at Bennett College for Women in 

Greensboro, North Carolina. 

In her career at Bennett College, Player had served as a teacher and then in 

progressively responsible administrative positions. From 1955 to 1966, Player served as 

president of the historically black college, during a period of heightened civil rights 

activism in the South. She supported Bennett students who took part in the lengthy sit-

ins started by the Greensboro Four to achieve integration of lunch counters in 

downtown stores. 

August 23 

St. Rose of Lima (b.4/20/1856 d.8/24/1617)  

Rose of Lima decided at a young age to devote her life to God and not to marry. This 

dashed the hopes of her parents who hoped to secure the financial well-being of their 

large family by marrying Rose to one of her many wealthy suitors. Despite family 

pressure, she held fast but supplemented the family income through her sewing.  

August 24 

Clara Maass (b.5/28/1876 d.8/24/1901) 

Clara Louise Maass was an American nurse who died as a result of volunteering for 

medical experiments to study yellow fever. In 1895, she became one of the first 

graduates of Newark German Hospital's Christina Trefz Training School for Nurses. By 

1898, she had been promoted to head nurse at Newark German Hospital, where she 

was known for her hard work and dedication to her profession. In March 1901, Maass 

volunteered to be bitten by a Culex fasciata mosquito (now called Aedes aegypti) that 

had been allowed to feed on yellow fever patients. She contracted a mild case of the 

disease from which she quickly recovered. By this time, the researchers were certain 

that mosquitoes were the route of transmission, but lacked the scientific evidence to 

prove it because some volunteers who were bitten remained healthy. Maass continued 

to volunteer for experiments. On August 14, 1901, Maass allowed herself to be bitten by 
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infected mosquitoes for the second time. Researchers were hoping to show that her 

earlier case of yellow fever was sufficient to immunize her against the disease. 

Unfortunately, this was not the case. Maass once again became ill with yellow fever on 

August 18, and died on August 24. Her death roused public sentiment and put an end to 

yellow fever experiments on human beings. 

August 25 

Sumi Sevilla Haru (b.8/25/1939 d.10/16/2014) 

Sumi Haru was an American film and television actress,] best known for such films and 

television shows as “Krakatoa, East of Java”, “MASH”, “The Beverly Hillbillies” and “Hill 

Street Blues”. She served as interim president of Screen Actors Guild in 1995, the first 

and to-date only woman of color to hold the position. Haru was born Mildred Sevilla, 

After changing her name to Sumi Haru when launching her acting career, she became 

involved with the film and television labor movement to address issues concerning the 

lack of opportunities and roles for Asians. 

August 26 

Women Get the Right to Vote 

Ratified on August 18, 1920, the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution granted 

American women the right to vote—a right known as woman suffrage. At the time the 

U.S. was founded, its female citizens did not share all of the same rights as men, 

including the right to vote. 

August 27 

St. Monica of Hippo (b.331c.e. d.387c.e.) 

The mother of Augustine of Hippo, whose youth was rowdy and misspent. His mother, 

Monica, prayed for his conversion for years. St. Monica is the patron of mothers. 

August 28 

St. Lydia of Philippi (1 c.) 

St.Lydia of Philippi was a New Testament woman regarded as the first documented 

convert to Christianity by Paul. Several Christian denominations have designated her a 

saint. Lydia was a successful woman, a merchant who sold purple cloth that was 

precious and only worn by the affluent and royalty. 

She was a benefactor of Paul and the Early Church. 

August 29 

Tź-u-his (b.10/29/1831 d.11/15/1908)  

Tz'u-hsi started her adult life as a concubine to the Emperor of China. When she gave 

birth to his only son, she gained power and prestige When the Emperor died in 1861, 

she became a co-regent for her son, along with the Emperor's wife.  During her rule, the 

government regained the power and prestige of earlier times, foreign languages were 

taught in schools, the military was patterned after Western forces and brought into the 

current day, and the Taiping and Nien Rebellions were stopped.    
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August 30 

Sr. Jeanne Jugan (b.10/25/1792 d.8/29/1879) 

Sr.Jeanne Jugan, also known as Sister Mary of the Cross, L.S.P., was a French woman 

who became known for the dedication of her life to the neediest of the elderly poor. Her 

service resulted in the establishment of the Little Sisters of the Poor, who care for the 

elderly who have no other resources throughout the world.  

August 31 

Maria Elena Zavala (b.5/24/1924 d.7/6/2004)  

Dr. Maria Zavala overcame many common stereotypes in her pursuit of knowledge in 

the field of biology. As a professor at California State University, Zavala held an 

undergraduate degree from Pomona College and earned her Ph.D. in Botany from the 

University of California, Berkeley. She works to increase food security throughout the 

world. 

September 

September 1 

Ela Bhatt (b.9/7/1933)   

Ela Ramesh Bhatt is an Indian cooperative organizer, activist and Gandhian, who 

founded the Self-Employed Women's Association of India in 1972, and served as its 

general secretary from 1972 to 1996. Bhatt is a part of the international labor, 

cooperative, women, and micro-finance movements and has won several national and 

international awards, including the Ramon Magsaysay Award (1977), Right Livelihood 

Award (1984) and the Padma Bhushan (1986). 

September 2 

Delaney Sisters                                

Annie “Bessie” (b. September 3, 1891; d. September 25, 1995) and Sarah “Sadie” 

Delany (b. September 19, 1889; d. January 25, 1999) the daughters of a schoolteacher 

and America's first Black Episcopal bishop. The Delany sisters were able to enjoy 

educational privileges denied to many Black students. While their father became the 

vice principal of St. Augustine's College, their mother helped to run the school as well. 

Thus, the sisters and their eight siblings all received college educations in an era where 

most Black students were considered lucky to receive high school diplomas. Having 

faced racial adversity from a young age, the sisters were not passive about their dislike 

of the restrictive Jim Crowe laws. Bessie Delany, the more rebellious of the sisters, 

often defied segregation laws; in one case drinking out of a public ladle specifically for 

Caucasians. After finishing college, the sisters moved to New York City, where Sadie 

became a science teacher in public schools and Bessie opened an office for dentistry in 

Harlem. In 1957 Bessie and Sadie defied another racial limitation by moving to a white 

suburb. 
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September 3 

St. Teresa of Calcutta (b.8/25/1910 d.9/5/1997)  

Mother Theresa of Calcutta founded the Missionaries of Charity, a Roman Catholic 

religious congregation which has over 4,500 sisters and was active in 133 countries. 

The congregation manages homes for people dying of HIV/AIDS, leprosy and 

tuberculosis; soup kitchens; dispensaries and mobile clinics; children's-and family-

counseling programs; orphanages, and schools. Members, who take vows of chastity, 

poverty, and obedience, also profess a fourth vow: to give "wholehearted free service to 

the poorest of the poor". Teresa received a number of honors, including the 1962 

Ramon Magsaysay Peace Prize and the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize.  

September 4 

Gertrud Heinzelmann (b.6/17/914 d.9/4/1999)  

Gertrud Heinzelmann was a pioneer in the struggle for equal political rights and the 

ordination of women in the church. She studied law and politics at Zurich University, 

although she would have studied theology had it been possible for women at the time. 

She was active in securing the vote for Swiss women and for women’s equality in the 

Catholic Church. She wrote and published a petition to the Preparatory Commission of 

Vatican II, a worldwide first, which provided support for women having equal access to 

the diaconate and priesthood, although it opened her up to much abuse. She continued 

to write and publish on needed reforms. In her last article she asked, “How many 

generations of women must become old or die before real progress will take place 

concerning women in the Roman Catholic Church?” 

September 5 

Give Us Bread and Roses 

"Give Us Bread and Roses" is the phrase is commonly associated with the successful 

textile strike in Lawrence, Massachusetts, during January–March 1912, now often 

known as the "Bread and Roses strike". The slogan pairing bread and roses, appealing 

for both fair wages and dignified conditions, found resonance as transcending "the 

sometimes tedious struggles for marginal economic advances" in the "light of labor 

struggles as based on striving for dignity and respect". 

September 6 

Jane Addams (b.9/6/1860 d.5/21/1935)  

Jane Addams, known as the "mother" of social work, was a pioneer American 

activist/reformer, social worker, public philosopher, sociologist, author, and leader in 

women's suffrage and world peace. 

September 7 

Kiran Bedi (b.6/9/1949)   

Kiran Bedi is a retired Indian Police Service officer, social activist, former tennis player 

and politician who is the current Lieutenant Governor of Puducherry. She was the first 

woman to join the Indian Police Service in 1972. 
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September 8 

Nativity of Mary of Nazareth 

September 9 

Louise Thompson Patterson (b.9/9/1901 d.8/27/1999)  

Louise Thompson Patterson was a part of the Harlem Renaissance. When she first 

went to New York, she pursued social work, but eventually became a central figure in 

the literary movement. Though Thompson organized a number of protests and opened 

one of the premiere Harlem salons, she became best known for her close friendship 

with the author Langston Hughes. Both admired the Soviet system of government and 

organized a group of twenty-two Harlem writers, artists, and intellectuals to create a film 

about discrimination in the United States for a Soviet film company. After the project fell 

through due to lack of funding, Thompson and Hughes returned to the United States to 

found the Harlem Suitcase Theater, which presented plays written by Hughes and other 

black writers and featured all-black casts. 

September 10 

Lillian Wald (b.3/10/1867 d.9/1/1940)  

Lillian D. Wald was an American nurse, humanitarian and author. She was known for 

contributions to human rights and was the founder of American community nursing. She 

founded the Henry Street Settlement in New York City and was an early advocate to 

have nurses in public schools. She was involved in the founding of the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 

September 11 

Remember world-wide terror victims. 

September 12 

Ngoan Le    

Ngoan Le is the founder of the Asian American Institute in Chicago and was the first 

Executive Director of the Vietnamese Association of Illinois. She is working to help the 

homeless and provide complete housing for all in a ten year plan. 

September 13 

Antonia Pantoja (b.9/13/1922 d.5/24/2002)  

Dr. Antonia Pantoja, educator, social worker, feminist, civil rights leader and founder of 

ASPIRA, the Puerto Rican Forum, Boricua College and Producir. Recipient of the 

Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1961, Pantoja also founded ASPIRA (Spanish for 

"aspire"), a non-profit organization that promoted a positive self-image, commitment to 

community, and education as a value as part of the ASPIRA Process to Puerto Rican 

and other Latino youth in New York City. ASPIRA now has offices in six states, Puerto 

Rico and has its headquarters, the ASPIRA Association, in Washington, D.C. It has 

provided approximately 50,000 Latino students with career and college counseling, 

financial aid and other assistance, and is today one of the largest nonprofit agencies in 
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the Latino community. In 1963 Dr. Pantoja directed a project of the Puerto Rican Forum 

that resulted in the establishment of the Puerto Rican Community Development Project 

(PRCDP), funded by the federal War on Poverty. 

September 14 

St. Catherine of Genoa (b.1447 d.1510) 

Saint Catherine of Genoa is an saint and mystic, admired for her work among the sick 

and the poor and remembered because of various writings describing both these 

actions and her mystical experiences. 

September 15 

Shirley Graham du Bois (b.11/11/1896 d.3/27/1977)  

Shirley Graham Du Bois was an American award-winning author, playwright, composer, 

and activist for African-American and other causes. In later life she married the noted 

thinker, writer, and activist W. E. B. Du Bois. 

September 16 

Mary Beth Edelson (b.1933)   

Mary Beth Edelson is an American artist and pioneer in the feminist art movement 

deemed one of the notable "first generation feminist artists." She was also active in the 

civil rights movement. She has created paintings, photographs, collages, murals, and 

drawings. Edelson is a printmaker, book artist, photographer, creator of performance 

art, and an author. Her works have been shown at museums such as the Museum of 

Modern Art, the Smithsonian American Art Museum, and the Museum of Contemporary 

Art. 

September 17 

St. Hildegarde of Bingen (b.9/16/1098 d.9/16/1159) 

Hildegard of Bingen, O.S.B.,  was a German Benedictine abbess, writer, composer, 

philosopher, Christian mystic, visionary, and healer. She is considered to be the founder 

of scientific natural history in Germany. Hildegard is said to have stated, “woman may 

be made from man, but no man can be made without a woman." The first known female 

composer. 

September 18 

Helen Zia (b.5/5/1905)   

Helen Zia is a Chinese-American journalist and activist for Asian American and LGBTQ 

rights. Zia working as a construction laborer, an autoworker and a community organizer, 

after which she discovered her life’s work as a journalist and writer. Zia's time in Detroit 

overlapped with the murder of Vincent Chin in 1982. Zia played a crucial role in bringing 

federal civil rights charges against the perpetrators of Vincent's killing and in igniting an 

Asian American response to the crime through her journalism and advocacy work. At 

the time, little existed in terms of a cohesive and organized Asian American movement 

in Detroit, but Zia's journalism helped to galvanize the Asian American community to 

demand justice for Vincent Chin. She has also been outspoken on issues ranging from 
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civil rights and peace to women's rights and countering hate violence and homophobia. 

In 1997, she testified before the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights on the racial impact of 

the news media. 

September 19 

LaDonna Harris (b.2/26/31)   

LaDonna Vita Tabbytite Harris is a Comanche Native American social activist and 

politician from Oklahoma. She is the founder and president of Americans for Indian 

Opportunity. LaDonna Harris, President of Americans for Indian Opportunity (AIO), is a 

politician and national leader. She has been a consistent and ardent advocate on behalf 

of Tribal America. In addition, she continues her activism in the areas of civil rights, 

environmental protection, the women’s movement and world peace. LaDonna Harris 

has been appointed to many Presidential Commissions, including being recognized by 

Vice President Al Gore, in 1994, as a leader in the area of telecommunications Harris 

was a founding member of Common Cause and the National Urban Coalition and is a 

spokesperson against poverty and social injustice. As an advocate for women’s rights, 

she was a founder of the National Women's Political Caucus.  

September 20 

Billie Jean King (b.11/22/1943)   

Billie Jean King is former World No. 1 professional tennis player. King won 39 Grand 

Slam titles, including 12 singles, 16 women's doubles, and 11 mixed doubles titles. King 

won the singles title at the inaugural WTA Tour Championships. King is an advocate for 

gender equality and has long been a pioneer for equality and social justice. In 1973, at 

age 29, she won the "Battle of the Sexes" tennis match against the 55-year-old Bobby 

Riggs. King was also the founder of the Women's Tennis Association and the Women's 

Sports Foundation. 

September 21 

International Day of Peace 

The International Day of Peace, sometimes known as World Peace Day, is a holiday 

observed annually on 21 September. It is dedicated to world peace, and specifically the 

absence of war and violence, such as might be occasioned by a temporary ceasefire in 

a combat zone for humanitarian aid access. The day was first celebrated in 1982, and is 

kept by many nations, political groups, military groups, and people. In 2013 the day was 

dedicated by the Secretary-General of the United Nations to peace education, the key 

preventive means to reduce war sustainably. 

To inaugurate the day, the United Nations Peace Bell is rung at UN Headquarters (in 

New York City). The bell is cast from coins donated by children from all continents 

except Africa, and was a gift from the United Nations Association of Japan, as "a 

reminder of the human cost of war"; the inscription on its side reads, "Long live absolute 

world peace". 
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September 22 

Phu Xiong   

Phua Xiong came to America with her family when she was five years old, seeking 

refuge from the Communist soldiers of Laos, where she was born. She is now one of 

America's three women Hmong physicians and treats Southeast Asian and other 

minority groups, taking care to make no distinction between her patients' social and 

racial backgrounds. She went against traditional Hmong practice and didn't get married 

until she was in her twenties, and decided not to become a housewife or solely a 

mother, but a doctor instead.   

September 23 

Mary Church Terrell (b.9/23/1863 d.7/24/1954) 

Mary Church Terrell was one of the first African-American women to earn a college 

degree, and became known as a national activist for civil rights and suffrage. In 1909 

she was a founding member of the National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People. Tertrell taught and was a principal at an academic high school in 

Washington, DC; and became first black woman in the United States to be appointed to 

a school board of a major city, serving in the District of Columbia until 1906. Through 

her father, Terrell met activist Frederick Douglass and Booker T. Washington, director of 

the influential Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. She was especially close to Douglass and 

worked with him on several civil rights campaigns. Shortly after her marriage to Robert 

Terrell, she considered retiring from activism to focus on family life. Douglass 

persuaded her that her talents required her to stay in public life. 

In 1896, Terrell became the first president of the newly formed National Association of 

Colored Women (NACW), whose members established day nurseries and 

kindergartens, and helped orphans. Also in 1896, she founded the National Association 

of College Women, which later became the National Association of University Women 

(NAUW). The League started a training program and kindergarten, before these were 

included in the Washington, DC public schools. 

September 24 

Dorothy Stang (b.7/7/31 d.2/12/2005)  

Sister Dorothy Mae Stang, S.N.D., was an American-born, Brazilian member of the 

Congregation of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. She was murdered in Anapu, a 

city in the Stang, born in Dayton, Ohio, US, but a naturalized Brazilian citizen, worked 

as an advocate for the rural poor beginning in the early 1970s, helping peasants make a 

living by farming small plots and extracting forest products without deforestation. She 

also sought to protect peasants from criminal gangs working on behalf of ranchers who 

were after their plots. Dot, as she was called by her family, friends and most locals in 

Brazil, is often pictured wearing a T-shirt with the slogan, "A Morte da floresta é o fim da 

nossa vida" which is Portuguese for "The Death of the Forest is the End of Our Lives". 

“I don't want to flee, nor do I want to abandon the battle of these farmers who live 

without any protection in the forest. They have the sacrosanct right to aspire to a better 
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life on land where they can live and work with dignity while respecting the environment.” 

Stang had been outspoken in her efforts on behalf of the poor and the environment, and 

had previously received death threats from loggers and land owners.  

September 25 

16th Street Baptist Church Bombing 

The 16th Street Baptist Church bombing was an act of white supremacist terrorism 

which occurred at the African-American 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, 

Alabama on Sunday, September 15, 1963, Victims:  

Addie Mae Collins, 14 

Denise McNair, 11 

Carole Robertson, 14 

Cynthia Wesley, 14  

Four members of the Ku Klux Klan planted at least 15 sticks of dynamite attached to a 

timing device beneath the steps located on the east side of the church. Although the FBI 

had concluded in 1965 that the 16th Street Baptist Church bombing had been 

committed by four known Ku Klux Klansmen and segregationists—Thomas Edwin 

Blanton Jr., Herman Frank Cash, Robert Edward Chambliss, and Bobby Frank Cherry - 

no prosecutions ensued until 1977, when Robert Chambliss was tried and convicted of 

the first degree murder of one of the victims, 11-year-old Carol Denise McNair. Thomas 

Blanton and Bobby Cherry were each convicted of four counts of murder and sentenced 

to life imprisonment in 2001 and 2002 respectively, whereas Herman Cash, who died in 

1994, was never charged with his alleged involvement in the bombing. The 16th Street 

Baptist Church bombing marked a turning point in the United States during the Civil 

Rights Movement and contributed to support for passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

September 26 

Mary Brave Bird (b.9/26/1954 d.2/14/2013)  

Mary Brave Bird, also known as Mary Brave Woman Olguin, Mary Crow Dog was a 

Sicangu Lakota writer and activist who was a member of the American Indian 

Movement during the 1970s and participated in some of their most publicized events, 

including the Wounded Knee Incident when she was 18 years old. Brave Bird lived with 

her youngest children on the Rosebud Indian Reservation, South Dakota. Her 1990 

memoir "Lakota Woman" won an American Book Award in 1991 and was adapted as 

TV movie in 1994. Brave Bird was influenced by several relatives who followed 

traditional practices, including her granduncle Dick Fool Bull, who introduced her to the 

Native American Church. During the 1960s, Brave Bird attended the St. Francis Indian 

School, in St. Francis, South Dakota, a Roman Catholic boarding school. In 1971 Brave 

Bird was inspired by a talk by Leonard Crow Dog and at age 18 joined the American 

Indian Movement (AIM). She participated in such historical events as the 1972 Trail of 

Broken Treaties and subsequent occupation of the BIA headquarters in Washington, 

DC. She was also part of the 1973 Occupation of Wounded Knee. 
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September 27 

Lui Sola (b.1055)  

Liu Sola was born in Beijing to a high ranking family who were once members of the 

revolutionary army before they were sentenced to work as farmers for twenty years for 

"re-education.” She is known by China's "lost generation" (those born during or after 

China's Cultural Revolution, similar to the poets, intellectuals, writers, artists and others 

who sought a bohemian refuge in Paris after World War One) as a bestselling musician 

and writer and one of their premier voices. Liu is recognized by the international 

community as one of the most important artists of our time and for her work promoting a 

more tolerant art community in Asia and especially China 

September 28 

Ada Deer (b.4/18/05)   

Ada Deer is a Native American advocate and scholar who was an activist opposing 

federal termination of tribes in the 1970s, since the "Termination Era" of the 1950s and 

1960s (resulting in reduced federal oversight of Native American affairs), the 

Menominee tribe had been governed by a corporate body called Menominee Enterprise, 

Inc.. Menominee Enterprises, Inc. was controlled by a voting trust and Menominee tribal 

members had no shares in the corporation. Four of the voting trust members were 

Menominee; however, five votes were required in order for the trust to take action. In 

the 1960s and 1970s there was renewed Congressional involvement in rebuilding tribal 

infrastructure, both socially and economically. 

During that time, Deer became involved in a group called DRUMS (Determination of 

Right and Unity for Menominee Shareholders) in opposition to Menominee Enterprise's 

proposed sale of former Menominee lands. At first, Deer encountered difficulty with 

Wayne Aspinall, chairman of the Interior Committee in Congress, who had supported 

termination of the Menominee as a federally recognized tribe,. She took frequent trips to 

Washington, but was denied the chance to speak with Aspinall. After he was defeated 

for his seat, Deer raised publicity as well as support for the Menominee cause. 

Her efforts, along with many other Menominees, played a part in bringing the 

Termination Era to a close. On December 22, 1973 President Richard Nixon signed the 

Menominee Restoration Act.[2] This legislation restored official federal recognition to the 

Menominee tribe. From 1974 to 1976, Deer served as chair of the Menominee 

Restoration Committee. 

In 1993, Deer was appointed Assistant Secretary of the Interior by President Bill Clinton 

and served as head of the Bureau of Indian Affairs from 1993 to 1997. During this 

period, she was a delegate to the United Nations Human Rights Committee. From 

January to May 1997, she served as Chair of the National Indian Gaming Commission. 

Before and after her term in the BIA, Deer served on the National Support Committee of 

the Native American Rights Fund. She has served as chair of the NSC and chair of the 

NARF board of directors. 
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September 29 

Gabriela Silang (b.3/19/1731 d.9/29/1763) 

María Josefa Gabriela Cariño Silang was a Filipino revolutionary leader best known as 

the first female leader of a Filipino movement for independence from Spain. She took 

over the reins of her husband Diego Silang's revolutionary movement after his 

assassination in 1763, leading the Ilocano rebel movement for four months. 

September 30 

Ruth Cheney Streeter (b.10/2/1895 d.9/30/1990)  

Ruth Cheney Streeter was the first director of the United States Marine Corps Women's 

Reserve (USMCWR). In 1943, she became the first woman to attain the rank of major in 

the United States Marine Corps when she was commissioned as a major on January 

29, 1943. She retired in 1945 as a lieutenant colonel. 

October 

October 1 

St. Thérèse of Lisieux (b.1/2/1873 d.9/30/1879)  

St. Thérèse of Lisieux is known for her 'Little Way' – the faithful following of the 

Carmelite rule in the spirit of a continuous search for the gift of charity. She died in 1897 

at the age of 24, and would probably have remained unknown were it not for her writing 

The Story of a Soul, which was edited by one of her sisters. The phenomenal success 

of this work established it as a kind of fifth gospel. Thérèse described her life as "a little 

way of spiritual childhood." She lived each day with unshakable confidence in God’s 

love and the assurance that what matters in life is "not great deeds, but great love." 

October 2 

Käthe Kollwitz (b.7/8/1867 d.4/22/1945)  

Käthe Kollwitz, was a German artist, who worked with painting, printmaking and 

sculpture. Her most famous art cycles, including The Weavers and The Peasant War, 

depict the effects of poverty, hunger, and war on the working class. 

October 3 

Penny Lernous (b.1/6/1940 d.10/9/1989) 

Penny Lernoux began working in Latin America in 1961, just before the Second Vatican 

Council. She worked in Rio de Janeiro and Bogotá for the USIA until 1964 and then 

moved to Caracas to write for Copley News Service. By this time Lernoux had grown 

aware of the contrast between the wealth of Latin American politicians, businessmen 

and landlords and the poverty of the people. She adopted a view of Jesus Christ as 

liberator and related his teaching to struggles against economic and political 

exploitation. She adopted a radical view of Jesus Christ and tried to relate his teachings 

to Latin American struggles against economic exploitation and military dictatorship. As 

she became a freelance writer, Lernoux gravitated toward new Latin American 

expressions of Catholicism, notably base communities and liberation theology. 
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October 4 

Kek Galabru, MD (b.10/4/1942)   

Dr. Kek Galabru became a doctor in 1968, in France and immediately began working in 

underprivileged countries such as Brazil, Angola and Cambodia. Dr. Galabru has 

supported and stood for human rights in Cambodia for many years. She started the 

Cambodian League for the Promotion and Defense of Human Rights (LICADHO), and 

worked with the UN to ensure a better government. She and the LICADHO have worked 

to stop child prostitution and child labor and have helped to improve the conditions in 

the prisons and have provided medical care for any and all who need it in Cambodia. 

They provide food and representation for those serving sentences or the wrongly 

accused. LICADHO continues to monitor and watch for abuses of human rights. 

October 5 

Mayo Lin (b.10/10/1949)   

Maya Lin is known as the architect who designed the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial when 

she was only 21 years old. She ignored controversy and negative feedback regarding 

her heritage and the aesthetics of her design to create one of America's most well-

known attractions. Since then she has developed other monuments as well. 

The memorial has since become an important pilgrimage site for relatives and friends of 

the American military casualties in Vietnam, and personal tokens and mementos are left 

at the wall daily in the casualties' memory.  

October 6 

Rosalie Muschal-Reinhardt (b.4/16/1905 d.10/6/2013)  

Rosalie Muschal-Reinhardt was a founding board member of Mary’s Pence. She was a 

strong advocate for women’s rights and especially the women’s ordination movement. 

She was also a national leader of the Sageing Guild in support of elders. Muschal-

Reinhardt was always an advocate and supporter of poor and marginalized persons, 

and above all her family came first.   

October 7 

Our Lady of the Rosary 

According to a Dominican tradition, the rosary was given to Saint Dominic in an 

apparition by the Blessed Virgin Mary in the year 1214 in the church of Prouille. This 

Marian apparition received the title of Our Lady of the Rosary. 

October 8 
Vilma Martinez (b.10/17/1943)   
Vilma Socorro Martínez is a lawyer, civil rights activist and diplomat who formerly 
served as the U.S. Ambassador to Argentina. She was the first woman to hold this 
position. 
Martinez and one of her colleagues, Grace Olivarez, became the first women to join the 
board of the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, or MALDEF, 
which was patterned after its counterpart at the NAACP. Soon afterward, in 1973, 



66 
 

Martinez was hired as the advocacy organization's general counsel and president. Thus 
began a new era in both her life and in the history of MALDEF. 

MALDEF had been founded in San Antonio in 1968 in response to years of 
discrimination and civil-rights violations against Mexican Americans. When Martinez 
came aboard, the fledgling group's mission was fairly clear but its financial stability was 
in doubt. In fact, she and other MALDEF staff members wondered if it could stay solvent 
from month to month since there was no regular source of funding. Thus, one of 
Martinez's most significant accomplishments as head of MALDEF was developing an 
operating framework that enabled it to grow and support a broader array of activities. 

 

October 9 

Sr. Mary Joseph Rogers (b.10/27/1882 d.10/9/1955)  

Mother Mary Joseph Rogers was the founder of the Maryknoll Sisters, the first 

congregation of Catholic women to organize a global mission in the United States 

October 10 

Aparna Basnyat 

Aparna Basnyat was born in Nepal but traveled throughout the world and the United 

States with her family, because of her father's work with the United Nations. While 

attending Tufts University, she spent her summers in Nepal interviewing women and 

girls who had been sold as sexual slaves. After returning to the United States, she 

presented her research frequently and helped to bring about international focus to the 

issue of forced prostitution and how a newly developing nation can protect its vulnerable 

citizens.   

October 11 

Eleanor Roosevelt (b.10/11/1884 d.11/7/1962)  

Eleanor Roosevelt was an American politician, diplomat, and activist. She was the 

longest-serving First Lady of the United States, having held the post from March 1933 to 

April 1945 during her husband President Franklin D. Roosevelt's four terms in office, 

and served as United States Delegate to the United Nations General Assembly from 

1945 to 1952. President Harry S. Truman later called her the "First Lady of the World" in 

tribute to her human rights achievements. 

October 12 

Anne Petry (b.10/12/1908 d.4/28/1997) 

Ann Petry was an American novelist who became the first black woman writer with book 

sales topping a million copies for her novel The Street.  

October 13 

Mary Williams (b.10/13/1967)   

Mary Luana Williams is an American social activist and writer who penned The Lost 

Daughter: A Memoir about her life. The memoir details being adopted by Jane Fonda 

and Tom Hayden in her adolescence, as well as growing up as a daughter of Black 
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Panthers before Fonda adopted her. Mary works with Sudanese refugees through the 

organization she founded, the Lost Boys Foundation. 

October 14 

Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz (b.11/12/1651 d. 4/17/1695) 

Sor Juana lived during Mexico's colonial period, making her a contributor both to early 

Mexican literature as well as to the broader literature of the Spanish Golden Age. 

Beginning her studies at a young age, Sor Juana was fluent in Latin and Nahuat and 

became known for her philosophy. After joining a convent in 1667, Sor Juana began 

writing poetry and prose dealing with such topics as love, feminism, and religion. Her 

criticism of misogyny and the hypocrisy of men led to her condemnation by the Bishop 

of Puebla, and in 1694 she was forced to sell her collection of books and focus on 

charity towards the poor. She died the next year, having caught the plague while 

treating her fellow nuns. 

October 15 

Teresa of Ávila (b.3/2/1515 d.4/10/1582)  

Saint Teresa of Ávila, was a prominent Spanish mystic, Roman Catholic saint, 

Carmelite nun and author during the Counter Reformation, and theologian of 

contemplative life through mental prayer. She was a reformer in the Carmelite Order of 

her time and the movement she initiated, later joined by Saint John of the Cross, 

eventually led to the establishment of the Discalced Carmelites, though neither she nor 

Saint John were alive when the two orders separated. 

October 16 

Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins (b.1844 d.10/16/1891)  

Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins was a Native American Educator, lecturer, tribal leader 

and writer. Her writings described the Northern Paiute way of life and how they were 

impacted by the white settlers. She was involved in both the Paiute War of 1860 and the 

Bannock War of 1878. First she attempted the role of peacemaker after she lost several 

family members during the war. Later the US Army used her skills as an interpreter and 

scout. After leading a group of Paiutes, including her father, to safety during the 

Bannock War, she was awarded tribal honors for bravery. In 1879 and the early 1880s 

Sarah toured San Francisco and the East Coast, giving lectures that protested the 

official government policy toward Native Americans. She was promised that the land 

would be returned to her tribe but the promises were never fulfilled. Hopkins later 

returned to Nevada to found a Paiute school, but her attempts were cut short through 

lack of finances and ill health.   

October 17 

Mae C. Jamison (b.10/17/1956)   

Mae Carol Jemison is an American engineer, physician and NASA astronaut. She 

became the first Black woman to travel in space when she went into orbit aboard the 

Space Shuttle Endeavour on September 12, 1992. Prior to joining NASA, Ms. Jemison 
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worked as a physician in Sierra Leon and Liberia. Ms. Jemison is the author of Find 

Where the Wind Goes (2001), is a memoir of her life written for children.  

October 18 

Violeta Barrios de Chamorro (b.10/18/1929)   

Violeta Barrios Torres de Chamorro  is a Nicaraguan politician, former president and 

publisher, known for ending the Contra War, the final chapter of the Nicaraguan 

Revolution, and bringing peace to the country. She was the first and, to date, only 

woman to hold the position of president in Nicaragua.  

October 19 

Ellen Malcolm (b.2/2/1947)   

Ellen Malcolm founded EMILY'S List, which stands for Early Money is Like Yeast (it 

makes the dough rise), a grassroots organization that gives financial support to 

Democratic women candidates, helping them to create strong campaigns. EMILY'S List 

has become the means behind many minority women being elected into state and 

national offices.  Malcolm was the press secretary for the National Women's Political 

Caucus and the joined the Carter White House staff. She was active in public service in 

Washington, DC for thirty years. She has been named one of the most influential 

women in America and one of America's most important women. 

October 20 

Mary Joel Kolmer, Shirley Kolmer, Kathleen McGuire, Agnes Mueller, Barbara Ann 

Muttra, Adorers of the Blood of Christ    

In October 1992, five of our missionary sisters in Liberia were killed by soldiers in the 

army of Liberian warlord Charles Taylor during a civil war that left hundreds of 

thousands dead. Sisters Barbara Ann Muttra and Mary Joel Kolmer were killed on 

October 20 as they drove the convent's security guard home to a neighboring suburb. 

They never returned. Three days later, soldiers shot and killed Sisters Kathleen 

McGuire, Agnes Mueller, and Shirley Kolmer in front of their convent in Gardnersville. 

We remember them as fellow sisters radically committed to their ministry. Their lives 

and martyrdom have left an indelible mark on us. Note: in 2017, the Adorers of the 

Precious Blood became active in protesting the Atlantic Sunrise Pipeline in Lancaster 

County. Their statement: 

The Adorers of the Blood of Christ, U.S. Region, an order of Catholic sisters with 

regional offices in St. Louis, remain opposed to construction of a natural gas pipeline 

underneath a strip of land they own in West Hempfield Township, Lancaster County, 

Penn. Despite the Adorers’ refusal to cooperate with this endeavor, Transco has gotten 

approval from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) granting them the 

right to construct, maintain and operate a pipeline on this land for the Atlantic Sunrise 

Project. The Adorers have a Land Ethic, approved by their congregation in October 

2005, that: 

 Honors the sacredness of creation 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memoir
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 Reverences Earth as a sanctuary where all life is protected 

 Treasures land as a gift of beauty and sustenance and legacy for future 

generations. 

The Adorers received a request from the grassroots coalition, Lancaster against 

Pipelines, to install and use, and to invite other people of faith to use, a portable prayer 

“chapel” on their land. The hope is that the structure can draw people to prayer and 

reflection about just and holy uses of land. While the Adorers understand that the 

federal court order of eminent domain, once it goes into effect, can allow Transco to call 

for the removal of the “chapel” from the easement, they believe that having this 

structure on their land, for however long, gives tangible witness to the sacredness of 

Earth. 

October 21 

St. Ursula (b.583)  

St. Ursula and her companions are the subject of many legends. Most portray her as a 

young British princess who, with 11,000 companions, sailed up the Rhine River to make 

a pilgrimage to Rome. They left their ships near Cologne and when they returned from 

Rome, they were martyred by the Huns, who had captured the city. The story was 

popular in the Middle Ages and St. Ursula came to be seen as a leader of all women 

and a rousing teacher. When St. Angela Merici founded the first order of religious 

women dedicated to teaching children, she named the new community the Ursulines 

after St. Ursula. 

October 22 
Barbara C. Harris (b.6/12/1930)   
Barbara Clementine Harris is a retired bishop of the Episcopal Church. She was the first 
woman ordained a bishop in the Anglican Communion. Harris has long been active 
in civil rights issues, participating in freedom rides and marches in the 1960s, including 
the march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, led by Martin Luther King, Jr. She 
spent summer vacations registering black voters in Greenville, Mississippi. She 
dismissed the risks she took, saying only, "Everyone was in danger."[2] 

Throughout her various careers, Harris has been noted for her liberal views and her 
outspokenness. As early as 1989 she was reported as arguing for gay rights and 
lambasting the Episcopal Church for racism and sexism.[2] 

October 23 

Shahla Sherkat (b.3/30/1956) 

Shahla Sherkat is a journalist, prominent Persian feminist author, and one of the 

pioneers of Women's rights movement in Iran. Shahla Sherkat is founder and publisher 

of Zanan magazine (zanan means "women"), which focuses on the concerns of Iranian 

women and continually tests the political waters with its edgy coverage of everything 

from reform politics to domestic abuse to sex. Zanan has been the most important 

Iranian women's journal after Iranian revolution. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_rides
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selma_to_Montgomery_marches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King,_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenville,_Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbara_Harris_(bishop)#cite_note-USNews-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbara_Harris_(bishop)#cite_note-USNews-2
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Sherkat has had to appear in court on several occasions when Zanan's content was 

considered to be pushing boundaries too far. In 2001 she was sentenced to four months 

in prison for attending a conference in Berlin at which the future of politics in Iran was 

discussed following the success of reformist candidates in a parliamentary election. 

Sherkat was born in Isfahan, Iran. She holds a bachelor's degree in psychology from 

Tehran University and a certificate in journalism from Keyhan Institute, also in Tehran. 

Since 2002, she has been working towards her master's degree in women’s studies 

from Allameh Tabatabai University. 

October 24 

Rebecca Rouse   

Rebecca Rouse directs IPA's Financial Inclusion Program, overseeing a portfolio of 

research initiatives and randomized evaluations to find effective solutions to help the 

poor manage and grow their money. Before joining IPA, she was Coordinator of the 

Regional Facility on Remittances and Savings of the Multilateral Investment Fund (MIF), 

a member of the Inter-American Development Bank Group. Prior to joining the MIF, 

Rebecca served as IPA’s United States Household Finance Initiative Program Manager 

from 2010 to 2013. Rebecca also worked at the Inter-American Dialogue, the 

International Organization for Migration, FINCA Peru, Banco de Ahorro y Crédito Unión 

in the Dominican Republic, and as an AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer in Philadelphia. 

Rebecca holds an MPA  (Master of Public Admin) from Columbia University’s School of 

International and Public Affairs, and a BA in political science from Bryn Mawr College. 

October 25 

Irena Sendler (b.2/15/1910 d.5/28/2008)  

Irena Sendler  was a Polish nurse, humanitarian, and social worker who served in the 

Polish Underground in German-occupied Warsaw during World War II. She was head of 

the children's section of Żegota,the Polish Council to Aid Jews,  which was active from 

1942 to 1945. Assisted by some two dozen other Zegota members, Sendler smuggled 

approximately 2,500 Jewish children out of the Warsaw Ghetto and then provided them 

with false identity documents and shelter outside the Ghetto, saving those children from 

the Holocaust. With the exception of diplomats who issued visas to help Jews fell Nazi-

occupied Europe, Sendler saved more Jews than any other individual during the 

Holocaust. 

October 26 

Juliette Gordon Low (b.10/31/1860 d.1/17/1927)  

Juliette Gordon Low was the founder of Girl Scouts of the USA with help from Sir Robert 

Baden-Powell, the founder of the Scouting Movement. Low and Baden-Powell both 

shared a love of travel and support of the Girl Guides. In 1912 Low established the first 

U.S. Girl Guide troop in Savannah, Georgia In 1915 the United States' Girl Guides 

became known as the Girl Scouts, and Juliette Gordon Low was the first president. She 

stayed active until the time of her death. 
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October 27 

Carrie Chapman Catt (b.1/9/1859 d.3/9/1947)  

Carrie Chapman Catt was an American women's suffrage leader who campaigned for 

the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, which gave U.S. women 

the right to vote in 1920. 

October 28 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton (b.11/12/1850 d.10/26/1902)  

Elizabeth Cady Stanton was an American suffragist, social activist, abolitionist, and 

leading figure of the early women's rights movement. Stanton was president of the 

National Woman Suffrage Association from 1892 until 1900. Unlike many of those 

involved in the women's rights movement, Stanton addressed various issues pertaining 

to women beyond voting rights. Her concerns included women's parental and custody 

rights, property rights, employment and income rights, divorce, the economic health of 

the family, and birth control. 

October 29  

Maxine Hong Kingston (b.10/27/1940)  

Maxine Hong Kingston is a Chinese American author and Professor Emeritus at the 

University of California, Berkeley, where she graduated with a BA in English in 1962. 

Kingston has written three novels and several works of non-fiction about the 

experiences of Chinese-Americans. She has contributed to the feminist movement with 

such works as her memoir, The Woman Warrior, which discusses gender and ethnicity 

and how these concepts affect the lives of women. Kingston has received several 

awards for her contribution to Chinese American Literature including the Nation Book 

Award for Nonfiction in 1981 for China Men. 

October 30 

Abigail Adams (b.11/11/1744 d.10/2/1818)  

Abigail Adams was the closest advisor and wife of John Adams, as well as the mother 

of John Quincy Adams. Adams' life is one of the most documented of the first ladies: 

she is remembered for the many letters she wrote to her husband while he stayed in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, during the Continental Congresses. John frequently sought 

Abigail’s on many matters, and their letters are filled with intellectual discussions on 

government and politics. In one of her more famous letters she implores her husband 

and his colleagues, all of whom were male, to, "...remember the ladies . . .If particular 

care and attention is not paid to the ladies we are determined to foment a Rebellion, 

and will not hold ourselves bound by any Laws in which we have no voice, or 

Representation ."Her letters also serve as eyewitness accounts of the American 

Revolutionary War home front. 

October 31 

Indira Priyadarshini Gandhi (b.11/19/1917 d.10/31/1984)  

Indira Priyadarshini Gandhi was an Indian politician and central figure of the Indian 
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National Congress party. She was the first female Prime Minister of India. Indira Gandhi 

was the daughter of India's first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru. 

November 

November 1 

Olympe de Gouges (b.5/7/1748 d.11/3/1793)  

Olympe de Gouges, was a French playwright and political activist whose feminist and 

abolitionist writings reached a large audience. 

All Saints Day 

All Saints Day is a surprisingly old feast. It arose out of the Christian tradition of 

celebrating the martyrdom of saints on the anniversary of their martyrdom. When 

martyrdoms increased during the persecutions of the late Roman Empire, local 

dioceses instituted a common feast day in order to ensure that all martyrs, known and 

unknown, were properly honored. In the early centuries, this feast was celebrated in the 

Easter season, and the Eastern Churches, both Catholic and Orthodox, still celebrate it 

then, tying the celebration of the lives of the saints in with Christ's Resurrection. The 

current date of November 1 was instituted by Pope Gregory III (731-741), when he 

consecrated a chapel to all the martyrs in Saint Peter's Basilica in Rome. Gregory 

ordered his priests to celebrate the Feast of All Saints annually. This celebration was 

originally confined to the diocese of Rome, but Pope Gregory IV (827-844) extended the 

feast to the entire Church and ordered it to be celebrated on November 1. 

November 2 

Rosemary Radford Ruether (b.11/2//1936) 

Rosemary Radford Ruether) is an American feminist scholar and Catholic theologian. 

Ruether is an advocate of women's ordination, a movement among Catholic women 

who affirm women's capacity to serve as priests, despite official sanction. Since 1985 

Ruether has served as a board member for the pro-choice group "Catholics for Choice". 

Ruether holds a B.A. in Philosophy from Scripps College (1958), an M.A. in Ancient 

History (1960) and a Ph.D. in Classics and Patristics (1965) from Claremont Graduate 

School in Claremont, California. 

She is Visiting Professor of Religion and Feminist Theology at Claremont School of 

Theology and Claremont Graduate University. Her first appointment was as professor at 

Howard University in Washington D.C. from 1965 to 1975. She was Carpenter 

Professor of Feminist Theology at the Pacific School of Religion and Graduate 

Theological Union, and retired from her long-term post as Georgia Harkness Professor 

of Applied Theology at the Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. Ruether is the 

author of 36 books and over 600 articles on feminism, eco-feminism the Bible and 

Christianity. in 1977, Ruether became an associate of the Women's Institute for 

Freedom of the Press (WIFP). WIFP is an American nonprofit publishing organization. 

The organization works to increase communication between women and connect the 
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public with forms of women-based media. Rosemary Radford Reuther is a founding 

board member of Mary’s Pence. 

All Soul’s Day 

In Christianity, All Souls' Day commemorates All Souls, the Holy Souls, or the Faithful 

Departed; that is, the souls of all who have died. Observers of All Souls typically 

remember deceased relatives on the day. In Western Christianity the annual celebration 

is now held on November 2. 

Dia de los Muertos 

Day of the Dead is a Mexican holiday celebrated throughout Mexico, in particular the 

Central and South regions, and by people of Mexican ancestry living in other places, 

especially the United States. It is acknowledged internationally in many other cultures. 

The multi-day holiday (October 31–November 2 focuses on gatherings of family and 

friends to pray for and remember friends and family members who have died, and help 

support their spiritual journey 

November 3 

Anne Knight (b.11/2/1786 d.11/4/1862)  

Anne Knight was a social reformer noted as a pioneer of feminism. Anne Knight 

founded a branch of the Women's Anti-Slavery Movement. When the group was not 

allowed to participate in the Anti-Slavery Convention, she began her work in women's 

rights.  

November 4 

Janemarie Luecke (b.4/24/1924)   

Janemarie Luecke is one of the original founders of Mary’s Pence. She was born on a 

farm in Okeene, Oklahoma and entered the Benedictine Order in 1943. She received 

her B.A. degree from Benedictine Heights College in Tulsa in 1948, her M.A. from 

Marquette University in 1956, and in 1964 she earned her Ph.D. from Notre Dame 

University. 

November 5 

Margaret Lucas Cavendish (b.6/10/1904 d.12/15/1673)  

Margaret Cavendish was a poet, philosopher, writer of prose romances, essayist, and 

playwright who published under her own name at a time when most women writers 

published anonymously. Her writing addressed a number of topics, including gender, 

power, manners, scientific method, and philosophy. Her utopian romance, The Blazing 

World, is one of the earliest examples of science fiction. Cavendish is singular in having 

published extensively in natural philosophy and early modern science. She published 

over a dozen original works; inclusion of her revised works brings her total number of 

publications to twenty-one. 

November 6 

Sr.Jeanne Chezard de Matel (b.11/6/1596 d.9/11/1670)  

Sr.Jeanne Chézard de Matel was a French mystic who founded the Order of the 
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Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament, whose rule and constitution were approved in 

1633 with the principal objective of youth education. 

November 7 

Marie Curie (b.11/7/1867 d.7/4/1934)  

Marie Skłodowska Curie, was a Polish and naturalized-French physicist and chemist 

who conducted pioneering research on radioactivity. She was the first woman to win a 

Nobel Prize, the first person and only woman to win twice, the only person to win a 

Nobel Prize in two different sciences, and was part of the Curie family legacy of five 

Nobel Prizes. She was also the first woman to become a professor at the University of 

Paris. During her work, she discovered two elements, radium and polonium. 

November 8 

Fanny Kemble (b.11/27/1809 d.1/15/1893)  

Frances Anne "Fanny" Kemble was a notable British actress from a theatre family in the 

early and mid-19th century. 

November 9 

Diana Hayes   

Diana L. Hayes is Emeritus Professor of Systematic Theology at Georgetown University 

(retired). She holds the Juris Doctor (Law), Ph.D. (Religious Studies) and Doctor of 

Sacred Theology (STD) degrees and is the first Black woman to earn a Pontifical 

Doctorate in Theology (Catholic University of Louvain).  She has received numerous 

awards including the Elizabeth Seton Medal for Outstanding Woman Theologian and 

the US Catholic Award for Furthering the Role of Women in the Church as well as three 

honorary doctorates. Dr. Hayes has lectured throughout the United States, Europe and 

in South Africa on issues of race, class, gender and religion, womanist and Black 

theologies, women in the Catholic Church, and African American Religion(s). 

November 10 

Lynda VanDevanter (b.4/30/1905 d.11/15/2002)  

Lynda VanDevanter is an advocate and spokeswoman for veterans of the Vietnam War, 

Lynda Van Devanter’s death in 2002 was greatly mourned by the Vietnam Veterans of 

America (VVA). The president of the VVA said of VanDevanter that “She was a valued 

friend, a devoted colleague, an accomplished nurse, and a loving mother and wife.” 

After serving as a U.S Army nurse in Pleiku, VanDevanter founded the Vietnam 

Veterans of America, and initiated and served as administrative head of the VVA’s 

Women’s Project. At this time Van Devanter also began organizing national seminars 

for veterans, while serving as a counselor as well. Four years after founding the VVA, 

Van Devanter wrote her acclaimed memoir Home before Morning, helping to present to 

Americans stories of the women who served in the Vietnam War. In 1987, the VVA 

honored Van Devanter with its Excellence in the Arts Award, and in 2002 she received 

the VVA Commendation Medal.   
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November 11 

Sr. Catherine McAuley (b.9/29/1778 d.11/11/1841)  

The Venerable Mother Catherine Elizabeth McAuley was an Irish nun, who founded the 

Sisters of Mercy in 1831.The Order has always been associated with teaching, 

especially in Ireland, where the nuns taught Catholics (and at times Protestants) at a 

time when education was mainly reserved for members of the established Church of 

Ireland. 

November 12 

Mary Astell (b.11/12/1660 d.5/11/1731)  

Mary Astell was an English feminist writer and rhetorician. Her advocacy of equal 

educational opportunities for women has earned her the title "the first English feminist."  

November 13 

Juliana Dogbadzi  

Juliana Dogbadzi, enslaved in a shrine in her native Ghana as a young child under a 

custom known as Trokosi, was forced to work without pay, without food or clothing, and 

to perform sexual services for the holy man. She was able to escape seventeen years 

later, after several failed attempts, at the age of twenty-three. Trokosi comes from an 

Ewe word meaning "slave of the gods," and is understood as a religious and cultural 

practice in which young girls, mostly virgins, are sent into lifelong servitude to atone for 

the alleged crimes of their relatives. In 1997, it was estimated that approximately five 

thousand young girls and women were being kept in 345 shrines in the southeastern 

part of Ghana. Through Juliana Dogbadzi's daring escape and her subsequent efforts to 

denounce the system, the Trokosi practice was banned in Ghana; however, law 

enforcement against Trokosi is still lax. Dogbadzi speaks out against Trokosi, traveling 

the country, meeting with slaves and trying to win their emancipation; and increasingly, 

she is not alone in her courageous stance. 

November 14 

Julia and Celina Ramos    

Julia and Celina Ramos were housekeepers for six Jesuits who were murdered by the 

Salvadoran military on the campus of the University of Central America (UCA) in San 

Salvador, El Salvador.  Elba Ramos and Celina Marisela Ramos, were murdered there 

as well. The Jesuits were labeled subversives by the Salvadoran Government for 

speaking out against the oppressive socioeconomic structure of Salvadoran society. 

Their assassinations were ordered for their unwavering defense of the poor. Celina and 

Julia were two of over 70,000 victims who died in El Salvador’s civil war which raged in 

the 1980s and early 1990s. The vast majority of these victims were civilians killed by El 

Salvador’s armed forces and paramilitary death squads. The death of the Jesuits 

brought international outrage and condemnation upon the Salvadoran Government and 

pressured them to negotiate an end to their country’s civil war. 

November 15 

Women of Liberia Mass Action for Peace  
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Women of Liberia Mass Action for Peace movement started in Liberia as a successful 

effort to bring the Second Liberian Civil War to an end. It was organized by Leymah 

Gbowee and began with thousands of local women singing and praying in a fish market. 

Thousands of Muslim and Christian women from various classes mobilized their efforts, 

staged silent nonviolence protests that included a sex strike and the threat of a curse. 

The non-violent demonstrations lasted for months before they were ultimately 

successful. 

November 16 

Margaret Hassan (b.4/18/1945 d.11/8/2004) 

Margaret Hassan, also known as "Madam Margaret", was an Irish-born aid worker who 

worked in Iraq for many years until she was abducted and murdered by unidentified 

kidnappers in 2004, at the age of 59. Her remains have never been recovered. 

November 17 

Winson Hudson (b.11/17/1916 d.5/1/2004)  

Winson Hudson, was an American civil rights activist. She fought for voters' rights and 

worked to begin Head Start in Leake County, Mississippi. Ms. Hudson was one of the 

unsung, unheralded heroes of the civil rights movement,'' Vernon E. Jordan Jr., who 

knew her as director of the Voting Education Project of the Southern Regional Council 

in the 1960's, said in an interview. ‘Her work represents the essence of what took 

place,'' he continued. ''There's a lot written about the leaders but not much about the 

contributions of the Mrs. Hudsons of the world.'' Bob Moses, the Student Nonviolent 

Coordinating Committee's Mississippi field secretary in the 1960's, talked in an interview 

about the reign of terror of white supremacists whom he said wanted to eliminate the 

leadership of the N.A.C.C.P. He called Mrs. Hudson ''a part of that very small network of 

people who not only survived but actually found ways to struggle.'' He continued, ''It is 

inconceivable that the movement could have happened the way it did in Mississippi 

without these people.'' 

November 18 

Wilma Mankiller (b.11/18/45 d.4/6/2010)  

Wilma Pearl Mankiller was the first female chief of the Cherokee Nation. A liberal 

member of the Democratic Party, she served as principal chief for ten years from 1985 

to 1995. She is the author of a national-bestselling autobiography, Mankiller: A Chief 

and Her People and co-authored Every Day Is a Good Day: Reflections by 

Contemporary Indigenous Women. Mankiller's administration founded the Cherokee 

Nation Community Development Department and saw a population increase of 

Cherokee Nation citizens from 55,000 to 156,000. 

November 19 

Emma Lazarus (b.7/22/1849 d.11/19/1887) 

Emma Lazarus is the author of the “New Colossus” the poem on the plaque of Statue of 

Liberty.  
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New Colossus 

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, 

With conquering limbs astride from land to land;  

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame  

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name  

Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand 

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command  

The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.  

"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she  

With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,  

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.  

Send these, the homeless, tempest-to to me, 

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!" 

November 20 

Nora Kinzer Bell (b.4/25/05 d.1/24/2004)  

Nora Kizer Bell was hired as the President of Hollins University, a women’s university, in 

March 2002 and started the job four months later. She arrived after a tumultuous period 

for the university. Bell was an outspoken advocate of single-sex education, and she also 

embarked on a campaign to raise the national profile of Hollins. Her efforts were 

rewarded, with improved ratings and more applications. 

November 21 

Our Lady of the Presentation Quinche, Ecuador    

Ecuadorian legend asserts that the vision of Our Lady appeared in a cave to some of 

the indigenous Oyacachi, promising to the protect their children. A carver was asked to 

make a statue of Our Lady. The statue Diego brought looked just like the lady in the 

vision. The Oyacachi asked Diego to stay and help them build a shrine for the statue; he 

declined and started home. His horse threw him as they crossed a bridge, and Diego 

was miraculously saved after he had prayed for Our Lady‘s intervention; he understood 

that this was a sign, went back to the Indians, and built an altar for the statue. The 

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Presentation of El Quinche, is that wooden image of 

the Virgin Mary  which attracts more than 800,000 people on a pilgrimage to the shrine 

in November.  

November 22 

St. Cecelia (2 c.)   

St. Cecelia is the patron of music. According to her story, despite her vow of virginity, 

she was forced by her parents to marry a pagan nobleman named Valerian. During the 

wedding, Cecilia sat apart singing to God in her heart, and for that she was later 

declared the saint of musicians When the time came for her marriage to be 

consummated, Cecilia told Valerian that watching over her was an angel of the Lord, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgin_Mary
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who would punish him if he sexually violated her but would love him if he respected her 

virginity. When Valerian asked to see the angel, Cecilia replied that he could if he would 

go to the third milestone on the Via Appia and be baptized by Pope Urban I. After 

following Cecilia's advice, he saw the angel standing beside her and crowning her with 

a chaplet of roses and lilies. 

Thanksgiving 

November 23 

Our Lady of Peace, El Salvador    

Tradition holds that in 1682 some merchants found an abandoned box on the shore of 

El Salvador's Mar del Sur. Unable to open it, they tied the box on a donkey's back and 

set out to inform the local authorities of their find. When they were passing the parish 

church, now a cathedral, the donkey lay down on the ground. They were then able to 

open the box and were surprised to find that it contained an image of Our Lady holding 

the Child. It is said that a bloody struggle was going on between the inhabitants of the 

region, but when they heard of the marvelous discovery in the abandoned box, they put 

down their weapons and immediately ceased fighting. This is why the image was given 

the title of Our Lady of Peace, whose liturgical celebration is held on November 21 in 

memory of its arrival at San Miguel. 

November 24 

Las Mariposas (11/25/1960)  

The Mirabal Sisters were three Dominican sisters who opposed the dictatorship 

of Rafael Trujillo (El Chivo) and were involved in clandestine activities against his 

regime. Three of the sisters were assassinated on November 25, 1960. The 

assassinations turned the Mirabal sisters into "symbols of both popular and feminist 

resistance" In 1999, in the sisters' honor, the United Nations General Assembly 

designated November 25 the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 

Women. 

November 25 

St. Gregoria Ortega, Sr. Gloria Gallardo, and Sr. Yolanda Tarango were original 

members of Las Hermanas, founded in April 1971 by Sr. Gloria Gallardo, a Sister of the 

Holy Ghost, and Sr. Gregoria Ortega, a Victory Noll Sister. And despite the successes 

the group would achieve, there were many obstacles in the early days. Inspired by the 

activism of the Chicano movement and the momentum of Vatican II that modernized the 

church and made it more accessible, Gallardo and Ortega decided to hold a meeting in 

Houston with other sisters. But when they asked bishops for the names of sisters with 

Spanish surnames, Sr. Tarango said, “They got minus one percent response to their 

survey.” Eventually they appealed to the Leadership Conference of Women Religious 

and were able to get a letter out to all of those congregations in the United States. Sr. 

Yolanda Tarango is a founding board member of Mary’s Pence. 
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International Elimination of Violence against Women Day 

The United Nations' (UN) International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 

Women is an occasion for governments, international organizations and non-

governmental organizations to raise public awareness of violence against women. It has 

been observed on November 25 each year since 2000. 

November 26 

Emma Goldman (b.6/27/1869 d.5/14/1940)  

Emma Goldman was born in a Jewish ghetto in Russia, where her family ran a small 

inn. She was sent to America to live with her sister, earning meager wages as a 

seamstress. Eventually she became an influential and well-known anarchist of her day. 

Goldman was an early advocate of free speech, birth control, women’s equality and 

independence, and union organization. Her criticism of mandatory conscription of young 

men into the military during World War I led to a two-year imprisonment, followed by her 

deportation in 1919. Until her death in 1940, she continued to participate in the social 

and political movements of her age, from the Russian Revolution to the Spanish Civil 

War. Emma stands as a major figure in the history of American radicalism and 

feminism. 

November 27 

Dorothy Day (b.11/8/1897 d.11/27/1980)  

Dorothy Day was a journalist, social activist, and Catholic convert. Day initially lived 

a bohemian lifestyle before gaining fame as a social activist. She later became a key 

figure in the Catholic Worker Movement and earned a national reputation as a political 

radical, perhaps the most famous radical in American Catholic Church history. In her 

autobiography, The Long Lonliness, Day chronicles her life in radical movements, her 

conversion to Catholicism, and beginning the Catholic Worker Movement. 

November 28 

Dr.Mary Edwards Walker (b.11/26/1832 d.2/21/1919)  

Dr.Mary Edwards Walker was an American feminist, abolitionist, prohibitionist, prisoner 

of war during the Civil War and surgeon. Dr. Edwards crossed enemy lines to treat 

patients, was captured and held a a prisoner of war. After she was freed through a 

prisoner exchange, she received the Medal of Honor.She remains the only woman 

recipient of this honor. 

November 29 

Shirley Chisholm (b.11/30/24 d.1/1/2005)  

Shirley Chisholm became the first black woman elected into Congress in 1968. She 

spoke for civil rights, women's rights, rights for the poor, increases in federal funding for 

education and was a vocal opponent of the draft and the Vietnam War. She co-founded 

the National Organization of Women (NOW). In 1972 she made a bid for the Democratic 

Presidential Nomination but lost to Senator George McGovern. 
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November 30 

Elizabeth Kenny (b.9/20/1880 d.11/30/1952)  

Elizabeth Kenny was born in New South Wales, Elizabeth Kenny graduated from 

college in 1902 and was a nurse in the bush country districts of Queensland, Australia 

from 1911-1914. During these years, she developed a treatment for polio that consisted 

of stimulating affected muscles using hot, moist packs and passive exercise, then active 

exercise. She established a clinic in Townsville, Queensland in 1933 and, despite 

opposition, saw her method finally accepted in 1939. She lectured in the United States 

and gained the support of the American Medical Association. In 1942 she established 

the Kenny Institute in Minneapolis to teach her method. 

December 

December 1 

Rosa Parks (b.2/4/1913 d.10/24/2005)  

Rosa Louise McCauley Parks was an activist in the Civil Rights Movement, whom the 

United States Congress called "the first lady of civil rights" and "the mother of the 

freedom movement". On December 1, 1955, in Montgomery, Alabama, Parks refused to 

obey bus driver James F. Blake's order to give up her seat in the colored section to a 

white passenger, after the white section was filled. Parks was not the first person to 

resist bus segregation. 

December 2 

Jean Donovan, Sr. Ida Ford, Sr. Maura Clark, Sr.Dorothy Kazel    

In 1980, all four of the women had made trips out of El Salvador, visiting family and 

friends, but all chose to return to help the poor and to give them hope in a desperate 

situation. They knew they might be killed, but perhaps they held onto the myth that 

Americans were exempt from the killing. On December 2, 1980, the four women were 

reported missing. Their burned-out van was located. Then their grave was discovered. 

The women had been raped and shot, execution style, in the back of the head. Their 

American families fought for justice for many years afterward. Five men who were 

members of the Salvadoran National Guard were eventually accused. However, there 

was a lot of cover up and our government continued to support the military that were 

responsible, not only for these killings but for the murders of thousands of Salvadoran 

peasants who threatened the comfortable lifestyle of the ruling class. 

December 3 

Patsy Mink (b.12/8/27 d.9/2/2002)  

Patsy Mink was an American politician from Hawaii. Mink was a third 

generation Japanese American and member of the Democratic Party. She also was 

the Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans and International Environmental and 

Scientific Affairs. Mink served in the U.S. House of Representatives for a total of 12 

terms, representing Hawaii’s first and second congressional districts.  While in 

Congress she was noted for co-authoring the Title IX Amendment of the Higher 

Education Act. 
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December 4 

Edith Cavell (b.12/4/1865 d.10/12/1915)  

Edith Cavell is celebrated for saving the lives of soldiers from both sides without 

discrimination and in helping some 200 Allied soldiers escape from German-occupied 

Belgium during the First World War. She  was arrested, accused of treason, found guilty 

by a court-martial and sentenced to death. Despite international pressure for mercy, she 

was shot by a German firing squad. Her execution received worldwide condemnation 

and extensive press coverage. 

December 5 

Alabama Bus Boycott 1955 

The Montgomery Bus Boycott was a civil-rights protest during which African Americans 

refused to ride city buses in Montgomery, Alabama, to protest segregated seating. The 

boycott took place from December 5, 1955, to December 20, 1956, and is regarded as 

the first large-scale U.S. demonstration against segregation. Four days before the 

boycott began, Rosa Parks, an African-American woman, was arrested and fined for 

refusing to yield her bus seat to a white man. The U.S. Supreme Court ultimately 

ordered Montgomery to integrate its bus system, and one of the leaders of the boycott, 

a young pastor named Martin Luther King Jr., emerged as a prominent leader of the 

American civil rights movement. 

December 6 

Elizabeth Johnson, CSJ (b.12/6/1941)  

Elizabeth Johnson, CSJ is a feminist theologian and Sister of St. Joseph of Brentwood, 

Johnson has written several works of contemporary theology, many of which  include 

feminist narratives into predominant narratives of Catholic theology. She has not shied 

away from criticizing the institutional structure when actions taken are exclusive or 

harmful. For her theology and courageous outspokenness for inclusivity, she has been 

criticized by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and the Vatican’s Congregation of 

the Doctrine of Faith. She is most well-known for her book She Who Is: The Mystery of 

God in Feminist Theological Discourse. Johnson received her PhD in theology from 

Catholic University of America where she taught for ten years. She is currently a 

Distinguished Professor of Theology at Fordham University, and is the recipient of 

fourteen honorary degrees 

December 7 

Dr. Cynthia Maung (b.12/6/1959)   

Dr. Cynthia Maung has gained a reputation as more than a doctor, working on the 

border of Burma (Myanmar) and Thailand. She gives medical care to any who ask for it 

and works with thousands of refugees. She organizes teams of medics to venture into 

the jungles of Burma to give medical care to those isolated from hospitals and doctors, 

who rely on midwives. She has refused to look for safe asylum in other countries, 

preferring to dedicate herself to her work on the border, saving countless lives. 
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December 8 

Mary Aloysia Hardey (b.12/13/1804 d.6/17/1896)  

Mother Mary Aloysia Hardey, R.S.C.J., was an American Religious Sister of the Society 

of the Sacred Heart. She established all the convents of her order, up to the year 1883, 

in the eastern part of the United States as well as in Canada and Cuba. 

December 9 

Ruby Dee (b.10/27/1922 d.6/11/2014)  

Ruby Dee was an American actress, poet, playwright, screenwriter, journalist and civil 

rights activist. She is perhaps best known for originating the role of "Ruth Younger" in 

the stage and film versions of “A Raisin in the Sun”. Ruby Dee was the recipient of 

many awards and honors. She was a recipient of the  Grammy, Emmy, Obie and Drama 

Desk . She was also a National Medal of Arts, Kennedy Center Honors and Screen 

Actors Guild Life Achievement Award recipient. 

December 10 

Emily Dickinson (b.12/10/1830 d.5/15/1886)  

Emily Elizabeth Dickinson was an American poet. Dickinson was born in Amherst, 

Massachusetts. Although part of a prominent family with strong ties to its community, 

Dickinson lived much of her life in reclusive isolation. While Dickinson was a prolific 

private poet, fewer than a dozen of her nearly 1,800 poems were published during her 

lifetime. The work that was published during her lifetime was usually altered significantly 

by the publishers to fit the conventional poetic rules of the time. Dickinson's poems are 

unique for the era in which she wrote; they contain short lines, typically lack titles, and 

often use imperfect rhyme as well as unconventional capitalization and 

punctuation. Many of her poems deal with themes of death and immortality, two 

recurring topics in letters to her friends. 

International Human Rights Day  

On December 10, 1948 the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted and 

proclaimed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

December 11 

Marie Margueite of Youville (b.10/15/1701 d.12/23/1771)  

Saint Marguerite d'Youville was a French Canadian widow who founded the religious 

order the Order of Sisters of Charity of Montreal, commonly known as the Grey Nuns of 

Montreal.  

December 12 

Our Lady of Guadalupe    

In 1531, a “Lady from Heaven” appeared to a poor Aztec Indian, Juan Diego, at 

Tepayac, a hill northwest of Mexico City with a message of love, compassion and a 

promise of universal help and protection. She instructed him to have the bishop build a 

temple on the site. The bishop did not believe Juan until after the third apparition when 

the Lady presented Juan with roses blooming out of season and instructed him to take 
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them to the bishop. Juan wrapped the roses in his tilma made of rough cactus cloth and 

when he unwrapped them for the bishop, the roses scattered on the floor and the image 

of Mary was on the tilma. 

December 13 

Ella Baker (b.12/11/1903 d.12/13/1986)  

Ella Josephine Baker was a black civil rights and human rights activist born in Virginia, 

who grew up in North Carolina and graduated from college there, Most of her life she 

worked in New York City. She was a largely behind-the-scenes organizer whose career 

spanned more than five decades. She worked alongside some of the most famous civil 

rights leaders of the 20th century, including W. E. B. Du Bois, Thurgood Marshall, A. 

Philip Randolph, and Martin Luther King, Jr. She also mentored many emerging 

activists, such as Diane Nash, Stokely Carmichael, Rosa Parks, and Bob Moses. 

December 14 

Victoria Leigh "Vicki" Soto  

Vicki Soto was an American teacher who was murdered in the Sandy Hook Elementary 

School shooting. After the gunman entered the school, Soto hid her students, then died 

trying to protect them. Ms. Soto is hailed as a hero.  She is a posthumous recipient of 

the Presidential Citizens Medal. Since the Sandy Hook shootings, there have been 

1,552 mass shootings, with at least 1,767 people killed and 6,227 wounded (Gun 

Violence Archive). Gun violence continues to plague our nation. 

December 15 

Senal Sarihan 

Senal Sarihan ,is a Turkish human rights attorney. She make career out of defending 

those with cases whom others wouldn’t represent, from fighting for intellectuals and 

human rights advocates to her many cases involving sexual assault, death in detention, 

and assault in police custody. Twice she was imprisoned by the military government. 

Senal Sarihan was a recipient of the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award in 1997. 

December 16 

Margaret Mead (b.12/16/1901 d.11/15/1978)  

Margaret Mead was a pioneer for women in the world of scientific reasoning and study. 

Most celebrated for introducing generations to a unique perspective on the cultures of 

people who would have otherwise been overlooked by members of the field of 

anthropology. Mead researched the cultures of those in such places as New Guinea, 

Samoa, and Bali, going on to author over twenty books based upon her experiences. 

Mead served as president of several major scientific organizations, including the 

American Anthropological Association and the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science. Mead frequently testified on social issues before the United 

States Congress and other government agencies, and was posthumously honored with 

a Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
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December 17 

Amy Carmichael (b.12/16/1867 d.1/18/1951)  

Amy Wilson Carmichael was a Protestant Christian missionary in India, who opened an 

orphanage and founded a mission in Dohnavur. Carmichael's most notable work was 

with girls and young women, some of whom were saved from customs that amounted to 

forced prostitution. Hindu temple children were primarily young girls dedicated to the 

gods, then usually forced into prostitution to earn money for the priests. She served in 

India for 55 years without furlough writing many books about her missionary work.  

December 18 

Clara Hale (b.4/1/1905 d.12/18/1992)  

Clara Hale’s husband died (1938) when she was 27 years old.. She had three children, 

Nathan, Lorraine and adopted son Kenneth. Hale struggled to support her children 

through the Great Depression. Hale cleaned houses and worked a janitor, laboring day 

and night to make ends meet. Hale was living in Harlem, New York, when she retired 

from working as a domestic and started her work helping addicted children in 1969. A At 

the age of 65 Hale began to take children in who were born addicted to their mother's 

drug habits during pregnancy.  Within months, she was caring for 22 infants. Hale 

became known for the work she did and became known as a mother to those who did 

not have one. Clara McBride Hale, also known as Mother Hale, was an American 

humanitarian who founded the Hale House Center, a home for unwanted children and 

children who were born addicted to drugs. 

December 19 

Sacagawea (b.1788 d.12/20/1812)  

Sacagawea, the daughter of a Shoshone chief, was born circa 1788 in Lemhi County, 

Idaho. At around age 12, she was captured by an enemy tribe and sold to a French-

Canadian trapper (Toussaint Charbonneau) who made her his wife. In November 1804, 

she was invited to join the Lewis and Clark. The bilingual Shoshone woman Sacagawea 

accompanied the Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery expedition in 1805-06 from the 

northern plains through the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean and back. Her skills 

as a translator were invaluable, as was her intimate knowledge of some difficult terrain. 

Perhaps most significant was her calming presence on both the expeditioners and the 

Native Americans they encountered, who might have otherwise been hostile to the 

strangers. Remarkably, Sacagawea did it all while caring for the son she bore just two 

months before departing. After leaving the expedition, she died at Fort Manuel in what is 

now Kenel, South Dakota, circa 1812. 

December 20 

Madam C.J. Walker (b.12/23/1867 d.5/25/1919)  

Sarah Breedlove, known as Madam C. J. Walker, was an African American 

entrepreneur, philanthropist, and a political and social activist. Madam C.J. Walker was 

born Sarah Breedlove on December 23, 1867, near Delta, Louisiana. After suffering 

from a scalp ailment that resulted in her own hair loss, she invented a line of African-
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American hair care products in 1905. She promoted her products by traveling around 

the country giving lecture-demonstrations and eventually established Madame C.J. 

Walker Laboratories to manufacture cosmetics and train sales beauticians. Her savvy 

business acumen led her to be one of the first American women to become a self-made 

millionaire. She was also known for her philanthropic endeavors including donating the 

largest amount of money by an African-American toward the construction of an 

Indianapolis YMCA in 1913. 

December 21 

Emma Tenayuca (b.12/21/1916 d.6/23/1999)  

Emma Tenayuca was born in San Antonio, Texas and after graduation from high 

school, took a job as an elevator operator. She joined the labor movement after 

becoming aware of the struggles of working people. In 1937, Emma had become the 

general secretary for ten chapters of the Workers Alliance in San Antonio. In protest of 

very unhealthy working conditions, and after their wages were cut in half, 12,000 pecan 

shellers decided to strike. Emma was asked to be their representative. The strike was 

marked by police brutality and violence. Finally, Emma had to leave and move to San 

Francisco where she taught for many years. She retired in 1982 and died in 1999. 

December 22 

Sr. Frances Xavier Cabrini (b.7/15/1850 d.12/22/1919)  

Mother Cabrini, was an Italian-American religious sister, who founded the Missionary 

Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, a Catholic religious institute that was a major 

support to the Italian immigrants to the United States. She was the first naturalized 

citizen of the United States to be canonized by the Roman Catholic Church, on July 7, 

1946. 

December 23 

Sr. Mary Antionette (b.12/23/12 d.11/19/1964)  

Sister Marie Antoinette was martyred in the Congo in 1964.  This was a time of 

revolution and chaos in the Congo, and Sr. Marie realized that it was dangerous. She 

did not want to abandon her people.  She was captured by rebels, stabbed twice and 

her body was thrown in the Congo River. 

December 24 

Hortense Powdermaker (b.12/24/1900 d.6/15/1970)  

Hortense Powdermaker was an American anthropologist best known for her 

ethnographic studies of African Americans in rural America and of Hollywood. 

 

Ethnography is the systematic study of people and cultures. It is designed to explore 

cultural phenomena where the researcher observes society from the point of view of the 

subject of the study. 
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December 25 

Mary Gives Birth to Jesus 

May the love of God be born into our hearts and minds. 

December 26 

Our Lady of Chiquinquira, Colombia    

Our Lady of the Rosary of Chiquinquirá or the Virgin of Chiquinquirá is a title given to 

the Blessed Virgin Mary in the northern Andean region of South America. She is the 

patron saint of Colombia, the Venezuelan state of Zulia, and the town of Caraz in Peru. 

The image is painted on a cotton support, is kept in the Basílica of Our Lady of the 

Rosary in Chiquinquirá, where thousands of pilgrims arrive not only for the Feast Day 

on July 9, but also every Sunday, when they celebrate masses and processions. 

December 27 

Eva Enster (b.5/10/1953)   

Eve Ensler is the founder of V-Day, a global movement to end violence against women 

and girls that campaigns and helps women in countries all around the world. She is also 

the author of the play "The Vagina Monologues", a series of vignettes based off of true 

interviews she did with women of a variety of ages. The play is about self-love and 

women’s empowerment. Ensler’s most recent initiative is the City of Joy in Bukavu, 

eastern Congo – a revolutionary community where women survivors of rape can come 

to recover from their experiences and learn how to be leaders. Ensler is a uniquely 

irresistible and powerful speaker and woman. 

December 28 

Suzanna Arundhati Roy (b.11/24/1951)  

Suzanna Arundhati Roy is an Indian author. She is best known for her novel The God of 

Small Things, which won the Man Booker Prize for Fiction in 1997. This novel became 

the biggest-selling book by a non-expatriate Indian author. 

December 29 

Thea Bowman (b.12/29/1937 d.3/30/1990)  

Sister Thea Bowman, F.S.P.A., was a Roman Catholic Religious Sister, Servant of God, 

teacher, and scholar, who made a major contribution to the ministry of the Catholic 

Church to her fellow African Americans. She became an evangelist among her people 

and was a popular speaker on faith and spirituality in her final years. She helped found 

the National Black Sisters Conference to provide support for African-American women 

in Catholic religious institutes. Author: Families, Black and Catholic, Catholic and Black 

December 30 

Families Living in Poverty 

45 million people live under the poverty level in the US. 

December 31 

Sr. Marie Augusta Neal (b.1921 d.2/25/2004)  
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Sr. of Notre Dame, Marie Augusta Neal helped to shape the direction in which liberation 

theology and the work of women religious were headed following the Second Vatican 

Council. She advocated the giving back to the poor and becoming socially and politically 

aware, to translate Jesus' message of helping others and being active in one's 

community in everyday life. 

 


